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Mrs. Balor FurLeR, 


AND 
Mr. FRANCIS FULLER. 


Worthy Friends, - 1; From 
No ſooner found it nece ary to 
Print this Sermon; but I readily 
concluded whither to direct it. 4 

The ſad Providence which occa- 


Pon d the Preaching of it, gives you an 


endloubted Right to this Dedication. 
All things throughout Nature, terminate 


* | here they 3 This Diſcourſe took 


72 a ts Riſe from your Family, and ſo it 


Paturally centers in it. 


1.8 4 b you, hath no Sooner attended you. 1 


| 1 am very ſorry what 1 2 much dee 


4 Hare yon, my Care concerning this 
Matter was much earlier. And 3 Inn 


- Eerruptions which have happened be- 
een the Pulpit and the "On have 


een unauoidable. 
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"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


PA nom ſend. it, as my laſ 
i - ftimony of of that i 2 ucere Friendfoio, and 


onoured Relative. | 
- Whatever Faults other Readers may 3 


a = Rh J had for your Dear and 


fd in this Performance of mine I per- 


- Jwade my ſelf you will accept of it, with 
all its Iuperfections 3 for Love to the 


85 Memory of the Deceaſed, hath given 
me the Courage to appear this firſt time | 
in Print. And the more I have ha- 
zarded my own Reputation in diſcharge | 
ing my Duty, and Kindneſs to your | 


Excellent Husband; and Father : The | 


785 More £ have obliged you, gene "6H fly pho 4 ö 3 
| kindh, to accept of the Cndert 4 king. 5 


And yet 1 would not make uſe of this 


* to throw into the World this 


little E//ay upon Death, if Idid not think f 


the Meditations therein contained, may 


5 by God's Bleſſing, be made as uſeful 1 
to ſweeten the Thoughts of Death ta 


others; as they i have been to my felf + in 1 
my Old Age. | 
al e according to form, 1 ſhould 4 


i this Epiſtle Dedicatory, write: ſome- 
kee to amor you en this affict- 


ing | 


aſt Public Þ 


The Epiſtle Dedicator r. 
ing Providence. But I am very much 
out of Tune for this Service, not having 
| any: ſelf as yet done lamenting ſo great 


a Loſs to you, my ſelf, and indeed to 
the Church of God : But give me leave 
to direct you to the God of all Com- 


fort, and who comforteth us in all 
our Tribulations. And let me here 
* put jou in mind, that you have now an 

additional Relation to him: For he 
_ hath ſtiled himſelf the Husband of the 


Widow; and the Father of the Fa- 
therleſs. May you be bath inſtructed 


_ by himſelf, to improve this your New © 
Relation to him. May the cutting off 


the Stream lead you up into that Foun- 


6 tain, Fulneſs, Truth and Perfection 
Ss of all Relations; which forms, and 


fills, and infinitely tranſcends them all. 
It is a ſweet and bleſſed Gain, when 
by loſing Our Deareſt | Friends, we are 


by their Death made to die to our ſelves, 


in and to this Viſible World, that we may 


live more upon, in, and unto God. + 
The beſt of Creatures (however they 


l  eonvey ſomething of God to ws.) do yet 


bade more of him from w. Could we 


then 
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The Epiſtſe Dedicatory. ... | 
then look upon all our Enjoyments here 
below, as ſtanding in his room, we 
ſhould not ſurely, be ſo fondly. pleaſed 
Wi with them as we are. If we could ſee 
God ſtanding behind every Creature, 
Ul! bow ſhould we deſire to have the Crea- 
ture removed, that we might come at 
i God, and be left alone with bime 
Siure 1 am, when we have tried all. 
Wl Markets, we cannot make more of any 
thing that is deareſt to us in this World, 
than by reſigning it up to God ;, for when + 
any thing of the Creature is broken off, 
ll God himfelf comes in the room of it. 
| | The Creature doth not pleaſe of it ſelf : 
|. The Creature hath no Sweetneſs of its 
omn ; but as God drops in ſomething 
| of himſelf into the Creature. As all 
Colours, with their ſeveral Beauties, 
are the Mixtures of Shade and Light: 
So every (Glance of Beauty, every Taſte 
f Sweetneſs, every Touch of Goodneſs 
through Heaven and Earth, is from the | 
firſt Beauty, Sweeineſs, and Goodneſs, 
mingling and ſhading himſelf every where. 
nt i a weak Tindure, a remote 
\ Touch, a little Drop of Divine Loe, 
. wich 
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But that you may by his being withdrawn, 
learn to go up after bim into the Original 


wWbere all things in their moſt era Di- 
Function and greateft Perſection, are to 


tions here below. It is beſt then to 


drink. out of the Fountain: Waters are 

clearer, purer, ſweeter in their Spring, 
* than in the Stream. God in the beſt of 
* Creatures here below, taſteth of the Casks 
ef the Earthen Veſſel. We ſhall then in- 
dieed, taſte our Joyce and Delights, when 
they ſhall be filled with Pure God. 


I write not thus; as if I would have you 


erget ſo great a Bleſſing God ſo long a 


time gave you, and hath now recalled ; 


of all Unions, Relations, and Loves; 


be enjoyd in their pure Virgin Sweet- 
neſſes, and ere Beauties. In their 
Fountain, where they are cleareſt and 


2 ſweeteſt On their Foundation, where | 
they are ſureſt and firmeſt. In their 
| fir it and higheſt State, where they are 
Perfect, Eternal, never periſhing, never 
= fading, never loſing themſelves, or any 

= thing of their Beauty and Sweetneſs., 


Ton 


wßich makes all the FLA of all Rela- 
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Jeremiah White, 


1 | For if we beliewe that Jeſus died, 
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4 ibs, IV. 14. 


aud roſe again, even ſo them 7 


which ſleep in Jeſus, will God 
bring wit bin. 


. AE Death of a Reverend Divinq 
an Excellent Preacher, Chriſtian. + 
and Friend, hath directed m/ 
preſent Thoughts to this 


ture. In which we ſhall find a Sovereign 


| Antidote againſt our immoderate Grief 


or the Death of our neareſt; and deareſt 


riftian Friends, and the ſervile, {la- - 
1 of our. own approaching 
; q [ ſhall poſtpone what 1 intend to ſay, 
pf the Deceaſed. to the Cloſe of this Ex- 
Frciſe ; leſt in my Kindneſs, and Juſtice 
0 him, I ſhould forget what J have ever 
ccounted the principal, and moſt proper 
| end of Funeral Diſcourſes; which is not 
J much the „ OG” as of the deus; 


*B 3 %. 
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28 FE inſtruction, Edibcation and conte 
lation of the Lives. + 


I shall therefore, in the firſt place, ap 


. py my ſelf to this Service, in ſome few 


edirations on the Words I bays read 


unto you. 


In the Verſe before my Text, we have 


this Precept from the Lord. That we ſor- 
row not for the Dead, even as others, which 


i have no hope. 


The Greek Word for others, of No, 
properly referr'd then, to the Gentiles. 
And ſo the Word is frequently gs Toy 
the New Teſtament, as you may ſe, 


1 Theſſ. 5. 6. 2 Epbeſ. 3. But Chriſtendom 
doth at this Day, abound with ſo many 


LIED 


worſe Infidels, on; were to be found in the 
Heathen World, that we need not now re- 
ſtrain this Word, others, to the Gentiles, 8 
but underſtand ir of all thoſe Titular Chri: 3 
ſtians alſo, who have all their hope in this 
Lite; and expect nothing beyond the Grave. 
This Command in the Equity, and 


Y A nnd A _ @t wad «cc 


ns ee» 00 


han. 


Ground of it and by a Proportion and | 
Parity of Reaſon, equally extendeth to all I 
undue Grief, and Fear, concerning our in 


own Diſſolution. 5 Tg. 
If the God of Truth, to * the Rea- 7 
fon and Narure of all things is perfectly 
- known; the God whoſe Word is true, 
whole Commandment i is pure, and whoſe 


25 EY ; 8 udgments 85 


1 


4 fadgroents are righteous e For. | 
EZ bids us to afflict our ſelves with Grief, Or 

Fear for the Death of our Friends; or 
0 our own Death : Certainly then, Death 


7 
* 
4 Xx J 
5 I 
- 


& hath in it no true Reaſon or Objett of 
Sorrow, or Fear. 

But yet our Apoſtle doth not, in a Sto. 
ical and imperious manner, impoſe this 
Precept upon us; and nakedly, and ſim- 
ply propound it to us. But he ſtreng- 
thens it with a moſt convincing Reaſon. 
That ſuch Sorrow and Fear is contrary to, 
and inconſiſtent with the Hope of a Chri- 
| 1 ſtian, and proper only for thoſe that are 
| without the Expectation of a Bleſſed Reſt 
in Death; and a glorious ReſvrreGion 
Kom ir. I would not have you be ignorant; 
| 8 Brethren, concerning them which are aſleep < 
that ye ſorrow not even as oi bers, which 
bebe 10 hope. 

The Apoſtle tells 1 us, 1 2 27. That 
10 7% in is is the hope of Glory. If fo, 
Ihe is for ever individed from 2 Perſon, 
to whom he is once united by the Spirit, 
Pa and Grace of the Gotpel. Chriſt 
never quits the Poſſeſſion hs hath once 

aain'd with a Nox ohſtunte to the ſtrong 
tea Tian, and the Body of Sin and Death, 

AIV. Nu hich withſtood him. After he is once en. 
rue, I tred, he is inſeparable from every 1 
i 0 m the Soul and Body of a Saint, equally 
= £ 2 - through 
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5 through. all the Changes of Life, and of 
Death, Rom. 8. 28, 29. I am per ſeualled, 3 
faith the Apoſtle, That neither Death nor 
Life ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
| Fe) of God, which is in Feſus rift our 


In like manner, this living, A hope a 
of Glory accompanieth the very Body, the 
very Duſt of a Believer, and — 1 in- 
ſeparably to it in Death, and in all the 

Paths of Rottenneſs and Putrefaction, t 


paſſeth through in the Grave. 
If then Glory be the 


Thus Chriſt himſelf, ue a living im 


mortal Glory in Chriſt, togetlier wich 
Chriſt; is ſown, is all along {pringing up 
into the Herb, the Stalk, the Bloſſom, they 
Bud, as iq the Soul, fo in the Body of 4 2 & 
Saint all along through Life, through 
Death, until it come up into the ripe WW 
Fruit of a full, and Eternal Glory in 9 = 
Reſurrection. 7 
Our Apoſtle, in my Text, ade” ano- 
ther powerful Reaſon a ainſt chis undue 
Sorrow for, and Fear of Death. And this 
no leſs chan the Faith of Chriſtians. 
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YZ ripe Fruit of this | 
* Hope, then allo! is this Hope the Seed of 
that Glory; 5 that Glory in the Seed, com- 
ing up, giving ſure and ſweer Earneſts and 3 
Pledges 1 in it {elf of the perfect Fruit. 
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of ue believe that Feſia died, and roſe 
d, iz, even Jo, ſo certainly ; after the 
or Lame pleaſant and Glorious manner, the 
he Saints ſeep in Feſus when they die. And, 
> God ſball bring them again with him, at 
bis Appearance. For this Jeſus is our Me. 
pe ©} diator, our Head, our Root, our. Repre- 
he ſentative. He dies, and riſeth again for 
in- us. We die, and riſe again together with 
he him, in him, as the Branches in the Root. 
= He dies over again, and riſeth from the 
dead together with every Saint, in every 
Saint, as the Root in the Branches. 
Our Apoſtle, in this Scripture, repre- 
= ſents Jeſus Chriſt in his Death and Re. 
ſurrection, as the Glorious Principle and 
Pattern: And his Saints, in their Death 
and Reſurretion, as the happy Produtt of 
this Principle, and exact Copy of this Pat. 
Fern. EEE | 
= 1 we believe that Feſus died, and reſe 
again, even 05 them alſo which fleep in 
= 7e/i4, will God bring with him. 38 
If we believe zb:s, which is the Faith of 
all Chriſtians. A Faith without which no 
Man can be a true Chriſtian, That our 
leſus died, and roſe again. Then muſt 
& we upon the ſame ground of the Chriſtian 
& gually true. That this Jeſus, this God, 
Aying, and rifing again, is the Figure, the 
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| Earneſt, the Pledge, the Seal, the 1. 
the Principle, the Pattern, the Potver, the 
Life of the ſame Sacred Miſtery to be ac. 

compliſh'd in us. 


prehended in himſelf all his Saints, as he 
1o, in like manner he cometh again, he 
dieth, and riſeth from Death, in the Fer-. 
ſon of every Saint. E 
and diſmal Apprehenſions of Death, and 
"queſtion a Glorious awakning out of it. | 


We now doubt of, and deny the Divineſt 
Truths, the moſt F undamental Glories of 


lapſe into the Infidel World. 


the Goſpel lie before us in theſe two emi- 
and ſhall in due Seaſon, if God fo pleaſe, 


; this Yee, 


F 2 & didnt no C8 x 7 FS IV — 
7 & 4 1 


Wes) 


Naas Chriſt dying and riſing ; again, com- 


died, and roſe in his own Perſon; even Y 
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While then we entertain Melancholy 


NY 


the. Goſpel. The Death, and the Return Z 
of ſelus Chriſt from Death, In a Word, 
we do now Unchriſtian our ſelves, and re. 1 


Many precious, and pleaſant Truths of 1 
nent parts of this Text, the Principle and 1 
Pattern : The Product of this Principle, 1 
the Copy of this Pattern. But Jam elſe- 
where making ſome Enquiry into them, 
give an account of my Succeſs i in that En- 
qui. ; 
My preſent Def; ign is only to diſeiieſe Y 
from the laſt Cleanſe in the latter part of R 


Then 3 


ak jb AY 6A 63 £ Fo ke jw o& ©#t (3 WOO br 


5 


1 7 v5 Y 
Them oo which feepi in 2 1s. 


it is plain, both from the foregoing and 5 


| Sen Verſe. Thoſe who in my Text 
are ſaid to ſeep in Chriſt, are the ſame 
with thoſe the A calls the dead 1 in 


E Chriſt, Verſe 16. 


Y Our Doctrine then from the Words is this. 


Dodt. The Death of a Saint is a ſweet, 


5 3 and Divine Sleep. 


Ic is a Sleep, anda sleep in Jeſus. It 
is a Sleep in Jeſus, as he is riſen from the 


dead, and aſcended; as he is in the Spi- 
Fit; as he is become a Quickning, Life. 
x giving, a Life-making Spirit; as he is in 


the Form and Glory of God; as he hath 
the Fountain, the Pulnels of Eternity in 
EZ himſelf; as he is the Power of an endleſs 


W Lite; 4s he is the Prince of Life, that by 
his Death and ReſurreQion, hath over- 
come the King of Terrors, unthroned him, 
, and taken into his own Power, Poſſeſſion, 
, and diſpoſe the Keys of Hell and Death; 
1- as he is alive for evermore. For all this 
is to be gathered from the Coherence of 
= theſe Words. 


Through the Death and Reſurrection of 
F our e Redeemer, Death and the Grave | 
| 3 4 5 
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are ſweetned to us; and ſanctified for us. 


Death is now but a Sleep; and the Grave 
through his eee in it, and riſing 


again from it, is become às a Bed of Re- 


Teſtament, do every where repreſent Death 
to us under this ſweeteſt Tipe, and Adum- 
bration of Sleep, EET, 


I we look into the Old Teſtament, z 


| hardly read of Death but in this Stile; 
when it ſpeaks of Perſons departed this 


- 


Lite, the uſual Phraſe is, not to ſay, ſuch 3 E 


2 a one died: But he ſſept with bis Fathers. 
So the Prophet Nathan ſpeaks to King 
David, 2 Sam. 7. 12. When thy days ſhall be 


fulfilled, and thou ſhalt lep; or as it is in 


the Original, Thow ſhalt lie down with thy 
75 Fathers. FE, As if to die, was but to go to 


So King 4½ Coffin, as he alſo takes 
notice, is expreſly call'd a Bed, 2 Chron. 


16. 14. And in the Prophet {/azab's Lan- 


we enter into our Chamber, and ſhut the 


| door; Such à Room as this, ſaith Gregory, 


is the Sepulchre, 4 Dormitory, or Sleep- 


poſe and Reſt to all thoſe which are in | 
© © The Scriptures both of the 0/4 and New 


to die, is 20 reſt in our Beds, 37. 
Wben we go to take our Natural Reſt, | 


2 

{ 
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indeed aboliſhed Death; and broyght Life. 


"T9 3 


( he) call'd a Church- yar e. 
And thus the Grave is e Iſaiah 26. 


3 as EOS Ancients for this Reaſon = 


20. where the People appointed to die (as 


in ſome Learned Men expound that place) | 


are bid to 7 into their Chambers, and ſput 


uw © the doors about them. And in the Verſe b. : ; 


f fore, the ſame Spirit ſpeaketh to the dead, 


but as one would do to thoſe that are not 5 — 
yet ſtirring. Awake, awake, and fang, je. 
„that dwell in the Duft. A 5 DE” 
1 Thus the People of God in the Old Te. 


f ſtament underſtood, and ſpake of Death; 


| as if this alſo was one of thoſe Shadows, 
h they looked through, ſaw beyond, and be- - 
held the end of, in Chrift, Who hamm 


2310 Immortality to lig bt thy ough 1 be Goſpel, 


in f as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Iim. 1. 10. 


= He hath taken away this black Spot, 
EZ this Blot of Death, out of the Nature 


of things, in his own Perſon. He hath 
_ & diſcoverd a Mili Way, a bright ſhining 
Path of Life, from Eternity, to Eternity; 
= where Death and the Grave can make no 


diſmal Gap, or interval, 5 
Sleep and Death are ſo near a Kin, that 


nn calls chem Brother and Siſter, The 


Greek Poer — 5 them but one Mother. 
The Divine Philoſopher is not content to 
ſoy, due are alike; bu will have them 5 
a in 
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in a manner the ſame; and that Sleep is 
Aa very kind of Death. Sure I am our Sa- 
__ _ Viour hath fo aboliſhed Death, that he 
hath not left it fo much as its Nane: For 
it is now no longer Death, but a Sleep. |} 
And if we remove from the Old, into 
the New Teſtament, we ſhall find the ſame 
Stile continued there. e E 
Our Friend Lazarus ſleepeth, faith Chrift, 2 
John 11. 1x. So Ade 7. 60. it is ſaid f 
Stephen the Proto- Martyr, though he 
died a violent Death, Thar he fel! 
aſleep. As if the Stones which were 
thrown at him, were by a Miracle of Di- 
vine Love, turn'd into a Pillow for Ste- 
phen to lie down to fleep; like that Stone 
on which Jacob reſted in the Wilderneſs, 
when he had his Divine Dream. | W | 
So again, The Apoſtle ſpeaking of fome F 
good Corinthians (who yet died under a 
Rebuke from God) faith, For this cauſe = 
K's of you are fallen a Heep. 8 = 
, We have the ſame Phraſe again, 1 Cor. FF 
"15. 18. and again in the Verſe before, and 
in that following my Text. And yet a- 
gain in the 10th Verſe of the next Chap - 
ter, Chrift died for is, that whether iu 
wake or Heep , we Jhould live rogetber wth a 
And therefore to die, in St. Peter's Lai 1 
| guage, is to * dy this Tabernacle ; and | 


HF 


2 


N 


in St. Pauls, to be wncloath'd, to put off 


the Garment of the Body: For the Rat- 


ment of a Man, according to the Rabbins, 


ſaith Gregory, is his Body ; and had our 
Father Adam ſtood, we had needed no o- 


ther. Thou haſt cloarh'd me, laith Fob, 


1 


i | worth Skin, and with Fleſh. 


We do, I fay, in Death, pub "if this 


covering of the Fleſh, as we 25 off our 
Cloaths when we go to ſleep. 1 


| 


Thus Death is every where in the Lan- 
of the Scriptures, a Sleep. And 
the be Dearh of a Saint, a ſweet and Divine 


Sleep in Jeſus ; to his whole Perſon, to 
his Soul, and to his Body. 


8 


I would not be ile and therefore 


2 before Igo any further, I mult premiſe this. 


There are two extream Notions and 
Opinions from 157, and ſuch like Texts 
of Scripture. Some from this Reſemblance 


of Sleep to Death, do think the Soul really 
ſleeps from the time of Death, to the ge- 
neral Reſurrection. Others would reſtrain 
this Metaphor to the Body only, and ſo 
exclude the Soul from any Share in the 
Hhleſſing of it; telling us, it can by no means 


be applied to the Soul, but only to the 
. reſting in the Grave, in order to its 
being awakned at the Reſurrection. 
| | or my own part, I think, in a literal, 
E 1 proper and ſtri&t Lane neither the Soul, . 
1 nor 
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vor the Body, whea diſanimated; can be 


; 440 in Death. 
Both the Soul, and Body of a Saint in 
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aid to Sleep: But in a Meraphorical 
ſe, both may be very aptly laid, 1o to 


bath. meet with ſomething ſo like to 
Sep, that it deſerves the very Name of, 
This Word Sleep is here a Metaphor, 
and not to be. ſtrain'd and ſtretch'd too 


far; but we may from it, ſafely aſſert, 


1 Death avg Soul of à Saint, is as a 
ep. 
a Traadily grant, the Soul cannot in a p 0· 
per Senſe, be ſaid to ſleep at all. And 
ure I am, the Scripture gives us à ſufff- 
g Aſſurance, that it doth not ſleep du- 
the long Interval, between the diſa- 
* and the Reſurrection of the Body. 
For our Saviour therein, tells the Thief 


on the Croſs, that be ſhould that Day, be 


with him in Paradiſe. © 
And our Apoſtle upon this account, 


gane at all without 2his, faith of himfaf 


and of all that are in the ſame Spirit with 
him; We are willing rather to be abſent 
from the Body, and preſent with the 
2 Corinth, 5. 8. 

And again, That be bath a defire to de. 
part hence, and to be with Chriſt, which i 
far er, to ſtay here, Phil. 1. 23. 


SY 


o made per fell. e 


in : againſt the Sleep of the Soul, a they 
to can ſignifie nothing to any purpoſe, if they. 
N. do not conclude that. However ſome Fer- 


aſſerted the contrary, to the ſturnbli ing not 
only of Chriſtians, but the more ra raiſed, 
1 — refined Rank of Men: For the No- 
tion of the Soul's real ſleeping, is as Un- 
| PR as it is Anti- ſcriptural” and 
= Uncomfortable. 15 
It is every way a greeable to Scripture, 
= to the beſt Philoſophy, and to true Rea · 
ſon; to conclude, the "Soul i is fo far from 
3 ſleeping i in its State of Separation from the 
Body, that it is thereby awakned as out 
Jof a former Sleep, into a much more live. 

y and vigorous Activity. For the very 
Life of this fleſhly Body is a kind of Sleep, 
nd Death to the Soul, in reſpect to its 
wn genuine, proper, peculiar, and per- 
ect Life. All the ſerious part of the 
d, World, are forced to confeſs this Truth, 
by feeling it; while their Souls do fo lit- 

„ Wtle enjoy themſelves, have fo little the 
h true ut of themſelves in this Body, 


And 


0 J e 7 J Þ men gone frow hee are Rl 


All which Paſſages are ſo clear and full, . | 


= ſons otherwiſe really confiderable, have wp 
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Thus the Plalmiſt ſpeaks of it, P/a/. 17. 


15. I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake, with 


tby Likeneſs : For however thoſe Words 


wait till the Conſummation of our State, 
for their full Accompliſhmenr, when our 
Souls ſhall again receive their Bodies glo- 


ried z yet they have a partial, and gra- 


dual one, which commences at their En- 


trance upon a Bleſſed Immortality in the 
moment of Death. Fs | 


The Soul is now ſaid to awake, becauſe 


its abode in this dark Body was indeed as 


a continual Sleep, in reipe& to its own 


moſt proper Life, and moſt ſublime Acts 
of Abſtractions, Reflections, circular Loves, 
Lights, and Joys; immediate Unions, and 
intimate Communions with all inviſible 
and immortal things. 0 = 


A drowhie Slumber did here poſſeſs, and 


fuſpend all the Powers and Faculties of 


our Souls. Their 2rueſt and higheſt A, ! 
were here performed by them; their moſt 


real Objets were here repreſented to them 
as ſo many pleaſant Dreams in Sleep. This 


Body, this Animal Life was {till ſending 


up {tupetying Fumes and Vapours to our 


Souls: Our Souls were here as Divine and 


Immortal 


And therefore the Separation of the Soul ! 
from the Body is by the beſt Philofophers, i 1 
as well as by the Scriptures, call'd an 

 qmakning. | Vä. 
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Immortal Spirits in a deep Sleep: Conver- _ 
ſion (as an excellent Divine, yet living a- 
mong us, expreſſeth it) doth but relax and 
intermit; It is a total Releaſe from this 
= < Body, which doth wholly hae off and 
= © ſcatter this Drow/ineſs, and Sleep from 
the Soul, which is connatural to its pre- 
ſent State, and the neceſſary reſult of its 
| © ſtrict Union, and Commerce with the 


Body. | 


But yet our Souls muſt not loſe their 


| ſhare in the Notion of my Text: They 
have alſo their ſweet Sleep, and Reſt in 
Jeſus when we die. 5 | 


Nor does this Metaphor of the Soul's 


& waking at Death, at all contradict that 
in my Text, of its ſeeping then; as we: 

| may think at the firſt ſight, but greatly 
confirms it: For if we rightly apply both 
| theſe Metaphors, they do in their ſeveral 
| reſpects happily ſpeak the ſame thing. The 


Soul is not more truly in one Senſe, ſaid 


to awaken at Death, than it is in an,] 


yea in the very ſame Act and Moment, 


| {aid then alſo ro ee p. 


The Soul (as ſome Philoſophers and Di- 


vines delight to ſpeak) coming down into 
this Lite, falls into a deep Sleep. ro the 

| Forms of things in the Divine Light, and 
to Eternity; bur awakens into the Light 
| of this World, and of Time. According 

| h i: "= 


125 into the Light of G 
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A Saint in Death, 5 and Erernally, 


World; —— into mi, and 


— ach ibi le. 


' raphor, we may ſafely affert from my 


Text, That Death is to > has whole Perſon 


of a Saint, to his Soul, and to. his Body, : 
28 — and Divine Sleep. 


It is as a Sleep to the Soul of a Saint. 


The Soul hath a Two fold Life: 


The Soul hath another Lite which it is 


0 "the Body: : Of chis the Body can have 
vo Senſe ar all b 


n 


it exerciſes by the Organs of — 
y, of which the Body hath a Senſe. 


pable of exerciſing, without the Organs 


When a Man fleeps narurally, the Soul 


gathers up it {elf into that Life, which it 


exerciſes without the Organs of the Body. 


The Soul fleeps not: K. is as incapable of 
Sleep, as of Death. The Soul is a Spirit; 


that is, an Ac of Life inviſible and indi- 
vifible. It is gathered up entirely into 
one, having no Parte by which it is wo gol 
ble 'of any Separation. 

It is of 22 fimple, Wel and 


Nature; it is all vital and lively ; 
| Lite 


a 
5 
- 
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nion with Jeſus * who now cometh 


Life in the very Eſſence, and Subſtance f 
it; its very Being is all Life, Act, Vigour 
2 Energy; ſo that it can neither die nor 
ads „„ . 
The Soul till lives and wakes, and 
works in the Sleep of the Body: Yea, the 
Soul is then moſt awake. For as one ſaith 


very well, The Body's Night is the Soul's 


Day. Our better part, faith Cardan, is 
never its own Man till nom; when exalted 
into a State of Separation (as it were) in 
the Body: It ſpends its time in Contem- 

plations free, and congenial to its own Ex- 
traction. | 15 8 

But however the Soul thus lives, wakes, 
and works in the Sleep of the Body, the 


Body hath no Senſe of this. The Soul 
makes no Impreſſion, no Manifsſtation of 


theſe workings upon, and to the Body: 
Becauſe it makes no uſe of the Organs of 
the Body, which are now bound up in 
A e bars 17h 
Thus it is in the Death of a Saint. The 


* 


Soul, while a Saint lives on Earth, exer- 
ciſes her ſpiritual Life in the Body, by 


the Natural Faculties of Soul and Body: 
But when the Hour of Death comes, the 
Soul then is drawn up entirely into the 


Spirit. There it is broad awake; there it 


lives clearly, fully, glorioufly in Commu - 
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or perfect Form,” 0 g 5 1 
But the Soul may now be hid to ſleep, 


becanle nothing of all this appears out- 


"Is, to any natufal Senſe of Reaſon 5 
the Soul having now laid aſide the UE « 
all her natural Powers, together with the 


Body in the Sleep 6f D Death, or rather all 
ber natural Powers being now become 


perfectly Spiritual and Divine. ._ 
Thus as. the pole ſpeaks in abothet 
Senſe ©, I fleep, but my beart maketh . So 


may a Saint 1 * 222 he dies. Now 1 80 


to Azep in Death, but my Heart wakes. 


My ſend Soul, that lives ſtill, that 


gocs on increaſing, and inlarging it ſelf i in 


 amoreclear, and bleſſed Lig ht Life with 
feſus Chriſt, as the A poftle l iks, 1 Ie /. 
5. 20. He, { that is Chriſt died for us, 
that whether we wake, or Neep, gs ſhould 


live tiget her with him. 


3 * doth not for one moment, make 
terruption to the Spiritual Life of of 


= Pak Whether we wake or /leep., 
or dir, it is all one to the Spiritual an 


Biete Life of the Soul in elbe 4 
wit a 
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ws Chtiſt, that goes on fill. en | 
and without Interruption, increaſing and 
 inlarging it ſelf without any end; having 
now as much room and ſpace for the K 
erciſe of its Spiritual Life, as there is 


cy in God himſelf; But all this is now 
1d not by natural Faculties, but Fa 
cute made parity New. by the fniſh- 

g Work of a New Creation. This 
Newne is indeed begun here in the Re- 
generation, but it is then fully conſum- 
mated : We are here in the Neroxe/s, then 


in the E/neſs of this Spiritual Life. 


Again, Death is as a Sleep to the Body 


of 2 Saint. The very Body of a Saint hath 


a ſweet ſhare in the Bleſſcaneſe which Je. 
ſus Chriſt by-his own Death, hath brought | 
into the Death of all his Members. 5 
When we naturally ſteep, the Soul (you 
know) abides {till united to the Body; 
_ lies hid as a Principle of Underſtand- 
ing, Senſe, and Motion in it: And the 
Sleep of the Body is as an over ſhadowing 
from the Soul, which under this Shadow, 
cheriſhes and nouriſhes the Body all this 


while, that at its due Seaſon itmay be 


awakned into a more lively Fellowſhip 
Thus, O Saint, when thou dieft, this 
very Body of thine (for which thy Senſes 
make der lo ſolicitous) remains ſtill in 
C 2 Union : 


with the Soul. 


* i 
z |} 
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OO © 3 1 
Ms with Jeſus Chriſt. The Lord Jekis 


in his Spirit, abides. {till united to it, as a 


Principle and Seed of Eternal Life, and 
Bleſſedneſs in it; for it is a Member of 
Chriſt; and the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt : 

And this Death upon thy Body, is but as a 


entle Darkneſs, or Sleep; over ſhadowing 


it from thy Saviour. Under this Shadow 
does the very Duſt of thy Body lie ten. 


derly preſerv'd, all the time of its Sleep; 
that ar laſt ĩt may be awakned into a live- 
1y ſpiritual Body in the Shirit, in the 


; Lorg Zeſws, to everlaſting Glory. 


Thus the Death of thy Body is a Divine 
over: ſhadowing of it from thy Saviour, 


; like a ſweet, and found Sleep. 


So ſome apply thoſe Words of the 
Spouſe; 2 Cant. 3. 1 fat under his Shadow 


toit h great Pelgn, and bis Fr ail co 7 Wer 


"mo my Taſte. 


So alſo an c Perſon glances up- 


on thoſe Words of the Plalmiſt, P/al. 91. 1. 
He that dwcelicih in the ſecret "place of the 
_ moſt High, ſhall abidę under the Shadow 0 


the Almighty , that is, favs he, if thy fpi- 


ritual Man, in Lite; dwells in the ſecret 
Place of the molt High; then ſhall thy 


natural Man abide under the Shadow off 


the Almighty in Death. 

Thus 'a Saint, when he dies, divides 

himfalf His Soul goes up in the Spirit 
inte 
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into the moſt ſecter Place of the Benni! 


Glory, in the Boſom of Jeſus Chriſt; and 


His Body alſo abides all the time of Death 
in a ſweet Sleep, under the Shadow of 


the ſame Jeſus, under the Shadow of the 


Almighty. God divinely - over-ſhadows 


the whole Perſon, the very BOB of " i 
Saint in this Sleep of Death. 

Bur I cannot fo eaſily part ich this 
ſweeteſt Parallel of Sleep and Death, as 


to content my felt with this general: Ac- 


count of it. I come therefore more par- 


ticularly to open ir, and to ſhew you in 


ſeveral Properties which belong to Sleep, 
and which are all after a Divine manner 


to be found in the Death of a Saint, that 


Death is to him a. ſweet and divine Sleep. 


I. Sleep is natural, and neceſſary to us: 


And ſo is Death, in the divineſt Senſe; moit 


natural and neceſſary to à Saint. 


| do bur mention this here, becauſe I 
ſhall return to it, after 1 have i in ſeveral 


other Reſemblances, between Sleep and 


Death, briefly laid the other fair and bright 


| Colours upon this dark, black, and ſolemn 
ground of Death, 


2. Sleep hath its Ceſſation from all 6” 


bours and Toils, and a ſweet Repoſe and 


Reft in it. And in theſe reſpects, the 


Death of a Saint is a {weet and divine 
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of Time on this fide Eternity; all things 
in the Light of this World, beneath the 


1. The Saints . now gh from ar: the 
Volt and Vexation of this lower W orld, 
Whic are two ſore Labours. 
Soiamon hath proclaimd all things un- 
der the Sun, to be Vanity and Vexation. 
The Sun is the Meaſure of Time, the 


Light of this World. What two fore 
Labours are here, Vanity and Vexation ? 
Is any Labour like” to this? A erpetual 
Wn cone at the end of all our Pur- 


ſuits. When we ſeem after long Toil to 


have now overtaken thoſe flying Miſtreſſes, 
Honour, Pleaſure, Riches, Knowledge; 
chen to graſp and claſp in our Arms airy, 


empty Forms, and to find them leſs than 


nothing, Is there any Labour 5 — 
chat of a perpetual Vexation, from a 


petual Succeſſion of Evils, like Waves in 
à laſting Storm, rolling over us, one upon 


the Neck of another? What inſüpporta- 
ble Labour to all the Powers of = Souls, 

all our 
intelleQual and natural Spirits, jaV Vexa- 


to all the Parts of our Bodies, 


tion of Spitit. 
All things beticath the Sur 4 3 att things 


Sun thine of the Divine EfTence, I 
own Light in the Face of Chrift, are full 
of Labour. Their Being it ſelf i is a per- 


Fgtual ** or Myraricn, with a Ten- 


dency 
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ICY; to Privation, or Nothingne 
inſeparable Mixture, an inceſſant Config 
| 9 — it; 14 s all che Enjoyment of 19155 
"= Pleaſures not only in the. Proſe. 
"Y IM bur the Fruition o them, are La- 


E bour and ell. Thus all here b below is a 
> Bat as ina deep Glow, 600 3 ayin | 
on: a oF this whole orld (Hith n = | 


1. 11 12 5 95 the — 50 ae with 
0 It Images, perations an E fhons, 
„ | the Natural Life in this World, with all 
> | its. Circumſtances, are everlaſtingly and 
divinely loſt and buried. They. vaniſh, as 
in the Obj Ns of Senſe to a Man falling a- 
6s | 1leep: They never return, or appear any 
r- | more, until they appear ina Divine Form, 
in awakned out of the double Sleep, of 1 this 

ta- Toa dying Saint, there! is a Divine Ceſ. 
is, | fation.of the Natural Life. Philoſophers 
cur define Sleep to be à Ligation, or binding 
-2- up of the Senſes, inward as well as out- 
. ward. This Divine Sleep binds up the 
ws | W wee" Life for ever, in the whole Spt- 
s kit, and Perſon of a Saint. 
| 2. The Saints in Death ceaſe from all 
as * Labours, Troubles and Diſtreſſes, 
ll they under-went here in bearing and en- 
zer- | during Evil from this unkind and angry 
en. Weil Now the Wicked ceaſe from 


ny |: „„ troubling 


Tu) 


| troubling 3 20. the weary" be at reſt; Job 
3.77 


. The Saints | in Death Joſe 4 all 
the Labours, and Exerciſes they met with 


here in taking up, and bearing. thoſe 
at 


Croſſes, and Afflictions that were laid up- 


on them by the immediate Hand of the 
Lord as his own Chaſtenings, and Viſi- 
tations upon their Bodies, inte or Fa- 


milies. 


Io hear theſe things in the common 
Road and Courſe of the careleſs Spirit of 


this World, is not ſo much. But to be in 
them, and bear them as a Chriſtian ought 
to bear them ; to bear them as Chriſt 
bore them, in true Chriſtian Patience, 


 Meekneſs, Submiſſion, Self-denial, and | 
Reſignation ; this is not fo eaſie. The 


Saints here meet with both Adlive and 


_ Paffroe Labour, from the Weakneſs, Un- 


willingneſs, Imparience, and Reluctancy 


of their own Fleſh and Blood; but Death 


brings a Ceſſation. God now 'wipes away | 
all Tears from their Faces. 


4. The Saints at Death, ceaſe from their 


Labours, in oppoſing and reſiſting that 
which is Evil. 


It is no great Labour to utter now 464 
then, ſome ſlight Complaints of Sin, and 


Tome weak Wiſhes to be rid of this. Or 


: that Corruption : But * to ſtrive for 
- N 


w_ 9” I” N 0 
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Lo ) 
Maſtery; as ſenſible that we muſe" ith; 
conquer, or be overcome, and carried cap- 
tive ; that we muſt; through the Strength 
of Chriſt, either get the Dominion over 
Sin, or elſe it muſt reign in 'our mortal 
Bodies. This requires ſerious and earneſt 


Self, denĩal, and manful, conſtant Reſiſtance. 


The Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, 
are no eaſy Adverſaries; but ſuch as are 
continually urgent, inſtant, and importu- 
nate: And he that would overcome them, 
muſt ingage in a real and vigorous War 
againſt them; he muſt ſet himſelf ſo to 


reſiſt, as one that truly intends to con- 
quer. He muſt fight, not as one that 
beateth the Air; but as one that feels 


the Wounds his Enemy hath given him; 
as one reſolvꝰd to make his Enemy ſenfible 
of the Strokes and Reliſtance that he in- 
tends againſt him : And here in this War- 


fare a Saint meets again with both Aclive 


and Paſfroe Labour. 
But Death brings a Ceſſation from theſe 


I Labours. A Saint now puts off that Fleſh 
wherein Sin dwelt, and is removed out of 


this World's Vanity and Vexation; and his 
alſo, who is call'd the Prince of i it. There 
is now an end of his Race, and a Con- 
cluſion of his Warfare: He is now come 


where he is to receive his Prize, and his 
Crown. 255 7 
5, The 


il 0 26 * 

| 5. The Saints in Death ceaſe from all 

[i ir LEONA in performing that which is 

|! Meare. war is not done without 

4 Reus Labouf: The true exerciſing our 

It | ſelves. unto odlinefs is 9. en 

"8 =: J fon * 4 tis! . allet ä 
working in, and about gur Saluation, with | 
Fear aud trembling, till it be wrought out 
1 for us, by that Gras which eorketh in 
| i to will, and fo" A of good Pleofure, 1 
(|! | 2 Phil. mw. 07; | ] 
I We find Labour i in, 1 Cor. 1 . laſt, an-: 
[| nexed to the Work of the L and the x 
| | _ Chriſtian Courſe compared to the running t 
Fi in a Race, 2 Cor. g. 24- And this we'know ff i 
[/ is not without much bour, ſtriving, and © 
1 earneſt putting forth our ſelves. © 

T's That which makes it thus laborious, is. | 1 
0 becauſe all good muſt be done againſt the || n 
vs ReluQancy yy Averſneſs of Fleſh and | it 
10 Blood. So that Love it ſelf wants not its p 
|! Labour, nor Faith its Work. 1 Theſſ. x. tl 


A Saint in Death ceaſts from all his La- it 
bours, in performing what was good. L 
It now becomes as natural, as __ fe 

the Soul to do, and delight in good; to 
know, to love, and rejoice for ever in by 
God, as it is s for the ies to Mus. {47311 ſt 
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moſt natural, and calc to the Soul, to en- 


(97). 

The natural and created 1 e of 
he Eye, was to ſee: And it needs no La- 
bour, nor Travel ſo to do; except, when 
it hach ten ſome Duſt, Diſterriper, Hu- 
mour, Veakneſs, or Film upon it, and 
then it becomes laborious and painful for 
it to exerciſe its natural Function. But 
when once theſe things are removed, then 
it ſees again with eaſe. 

So it was the natural and extant | ROB 
tion of the Soul, to know, love, ſerve, 


rejoice in, and have Communion with the 


Father of Spirits; to be, to abide, and 
rake Pleaſure in his Will, and in Confor- 
mity thereunto. And this was at firſt fa- 
miliar, and eafie to a Soul, made to ſpend 


its Time, and Ererniey in Reci procal Ads 
of Love with God. 


Bar in the Fall this Soul contrated 
Weakneſs, Diftemper, Pollution, Dark- 
neſs, Blindneſs, and Enmity; and though 
it here becomes healed, and renewed in 
part, yet Sin {till dwells in the Fleſh, and 
the remainder of the Fall {till adhermg to 
it, or aſſaulting it, occaſions Difficulty, 


Labour and Travel, to attend 1 it in the Per- | 
| formance of Good. 


Bur-when we put olf the Mortal Body 
by Death, all * Impediments and Ob- 
ſtructions are removed; and it becomes 


Joy D 


2 f 1 . 2 | 


joy, converſe with, and rejoice in the God 
of its Salvation. And fo it ceaſes from 
thoſe Labours it here underwent in the 
Performance, and Proſecution of what was 
We ſhall then be uncloath'd of this 
Fleſh: This World with all its tempting 
and - rormenting Forms, will then be va- 
- niſhed. There will be no Devil in Hea- 
ven to aſſault us; no treacherous ſelf to 
betray us to him: God will then diſpence | 
.,our Souls in the naked Manifeſtations of 
his unmixt Glories. It will not now re- 
quire our Care and Skill; but it will be 
the free, the pleaſant, the moſt volunta- 
ry, and abſolute Neceſſity of that State, 
to be every thing we would, we ſhould 
be. No Soul can be no other than per- 
fectly holy and happy; when God imme- 
diately ſhines out upon it, and embraces 
it in the cloſeſt Arms of his own ſupream 
Love, and Lovelineſs. When the Soul is 
become all over a perfect Divine Senſation, 
a Divine Underſtanding, Will, and Affe 
Trion in the midit of Divine Objects; and 
like a Veſſel of Grace and Glory in the 
Ocean of Being, and Bleſſedneſs is filled 
within and without with pure God; it will | 
now be molt natural, and eaſie for it, to 
live an unchangeable Life of pureſt Bleſ: 
—A ͤ Eto ho; 
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Again, 


Again, Sleep hath not only a Cæſſat ion 
from all our Labeurs and Toils; but a 


ſweet Repoſe and Reſt in it: And in this 


reſpe&, the Death of a Saint is a pleaſant 


and Divine Sleep, as it is a Divine Repoſe 


ind Kell... | | 


When a Saint is caſt down in Death, 


he falls into the inexpreſſible Heavenly 


Softneſſes, Sweetneſſes, and Retreſhings 
of a Divine Repoſe. 


He lies continually 
in theſe, as in the moſt delicious Bath, as 
in the Fountain of Divine Life, and Love 
After all the Labours of this Life. | 
We have both the Branches of this 


Head repreſented to us in, Rev. 14. 13. 


where a Voice from Heaven bids St. ohn 


write, . Bleſſed are the Dead which die im the 


Lord, from hence forth; yea, faith the Spi- 

rit, that they may reſt from their Labours, 

and their Works do follow them. 
This is a Truth proclaim d from Heaven, 


and ſeal'd by the Spirit of Truth. This is 


a Truth commanded to be witten, to 
note, it is an Andoubted and certarn Truth; 
and allo an enduring and abiding one; a 
Truth to be led up, and to remain upon 


Record in the Church of God; that thoſe 


who die in the Lord are bleſſed: And 


herein bleſſed, that they may reſt from 
their Labours. i 


See 


Word for Word, that they may reſt fras 


with another Prepoſiti 
the Word generally uſed elſewhere in 
Scripture, for reſting: But it is true alſo, 
that other Editions read ammaumwmn. Bur 
either Word, with the Prepofition-Join'd 


(2309 
See here the Bleſſed Sleepers 1 in the Bo- 
ſom of Jeſus, which we - in our miſtaken 
1 and Language, ſay to be 
dead. From henceforth, from their dying 


moment they reſt from their Labours : The 


firſt moment that enſues the laſt moment 
of their Lives, they keep a Holy-day, a 
joyful Feſtival ; the Honourable, and De- 
igheful Sabbath of a Divine Ceſſation 
from all their Labours; and of a Bleſſed 
and Eternal Reſt in, and with God. They 


enter fully into the Reſt of God. 
The Gleck i in this Scripture is very ſig. 
nificant, and comprehenſive, adding one 


Prepoſition to the Verb, and another to 


the Noun, ive dmraavaym Is Tov x0 Nr, 


out of their Labours. 


Tris true, ſome Editions, and ours, do. 
in this Text, read erxmuavr, 2 Word of 


the ſame Intention, th compounded 
tion; and it is indeed. 


ro the Noun, bears this Senfe ; Thar the 
Saints when they die, reſt from out of 


their Labours. » o © 
We may be {aid to reſt from them even 


while we are e in them; becauſe 
being 


<< R-©> 0.4 WY Wo 


being in the Lord, we are made to poſſeſs 
our Souls in Peace and Patience. And 
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this Reſt Chriſt promiſes to his Followers, 
Marth. 11, 29, 30. where he aſſures them 
they ſhall find his Tak eaſy, even while 
their Necks are in it: And his Burt hen 


light, even while their Backs are under it, 
The Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 4. 3. All Who 


have believed do enten into reſt, not only 
ſhall hexeafter, but do here enter into Reſt: 
But at Death we go to the Father, and 
reſt from out of all our Labours; we enter 
into the reſt that remaineth to the Peo- 
ple of God, and keep an Eternal Sabba- 
tiſm with the Lord. rar 

3. Sleep hath its ſweet Compoſare and 
Beauty: Sleep doth not take away, or 
leſſen, but adds to and heightens the Love- 
lineſs of a lovely Perſon. And ſo Death 
to à Saint is a Drone. Compoſure, and a 
fimſhing Stroke to his Beauty. ; 

The Spouſe of Chriſt while on Earth, is 
black as well as comely. She hath hete her 
Blackneſſes of Sin, and Sufferings: But 
Death takes away both theſe Deformities; 


Death takes out all her Spots and Stains. 


This Fleſh is here a Cloud, a Vail upon 
all the Beauties, Sweetneſſes, Powers, 
oys, and Glories ot our Spiritual Life. 
r Graces here, are at beſt, a Mixture of 
ight, with Darkneſs; of Lite, with 
3 1 . Death; 


P 8 
Death; of Power, with Weakneſs ; of 
Gold, with Droſs. Death puts an end to 
all theſe Mixtures: Death is to a Saint 
like Fire to Gold; it onely conſumes the 
Droſs which dims the Luſter, and Beauty 
of it; it only refines, and brings forth the 
pure Gold to ſhine more gloriouſly. 

There is ſuch an unconceivable Act of 

- Communion between Chriſt, and a Saint 
in the moment of Death, as works in an 
inſtant a wonderful Change in the Soul. 
Now the Heavenly Bridegroom ſhines out 
with ſweeteſt Eyes of Heavenly Beauty, Il + 
and Love upon the beloved Soul, and per- 4 

A 
8 
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feAly changes her into the ſelfſame Image 
of Beauty, and Love. | 
Now the Lovely Spouſe of Chriſt cloath- In 

ed with his Righteouſneſſes, appears fair- 4 
er than all the Daughters of Men; than fe 
all the Daughters of Feru/a/em ; than all tl 
Angelical Beauties: And is now com- 8. 
pleatly fitted for, and made worthy of | _ 
the Embraces of her King and Bridegroom. 8. 
Now the Heavenly Bridegroom ſings to | 41 
the Holy Soul: Ariſe, my Love, my fair B. 
one, and come away. Now the Holy Soul f fic 
meets her Jeſus coming forth to her as a lo 
Bridegroom out of his Chamber; like che be 
Sun ſpreading Beams of Love, Glory, and . 
Joy round about him; with which he v 
drinks up into himſelf all the ſhades of 
| „ 


Death. 


of Beauty and Love. Now, as a lovely 
Royal Bride in the Bed of Love, and State 
on her Marriage Night, lies ſweetly 1leep- 
ing by the ſide of her Prince and Bride- 
groom; ſo lies à Saint in the Bed of 
4. Sleep hath its Retreat. It is indeed 

1 natural Retreat, in order to a neceſſary 
Recruit. A ſweet and ſound Sleep is the 
Retirement of the Soul into its inviſible 
and Angelical Root. In Sleep all Spirits 
and Powers, natural, animal, and intelle- 
ctual, retire themſelves where they are re- 
newed; from whence they come forth freſh, 
as Flowers fleeping in their Roots come 
torth when the Winter is paſt. Death is, in 
this reſpect a ſweet and Divine Sleep to a 
Saint. 5 VCC 
A Saint within the deep and Divine 


Shade and Sleep of Death, retires into, 


and reſts in the ſoft, the ſweet, the warm 
Boſom of the Eternal Spirit; his ever 
flouriſhing Root; his ever loving, ever 
lovely Mother above; of whom he was 
vorn in the New Birth. The Mother 
which brought him forth, and the Breaſts 
which all along gave him ſuck, and nou- 
riſhed him up to Eternal Life. 8 

f D A Saint 


this Lite, and of Death; and transfigures 
them into the compleat Similitude of his 
on moſt lovely Perſon; into a Divinitx 
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A Saint in the moment of Death Is ta- 


ken entirely out of a feſhly PHI - 
And gathered up entirel — 2 Sritual 
Principle: Ne puts eff the Fleſh, and 


goes up into the 7 Spirit. Here he lies as 


in the Sacred Fountain of all Life and 
Love. Here he teſts from all his Labours; 
hither all his Works follow him, ſepara- 
ted from the Labours of them. 


5. Sleep is no Interruption, or Hin- 
drance to the Life of the Soul; but an 
Advantage, ' Intarg ement, and hei hi nimę 
to it. The Death of a Saint is in this re. 
ſpect, a fiveet and Divine Slee 


Death is no Prejudice to the Spiritual 


Life of the Soul, but an inereafing of it. 


It i pug upon this 2ccoutit St. Paul faith, 7 


to live is Chriſt, and to die ir gain. 


The Glorious Perſon of Chriſt, is the Life 


of 2 Saint here in the Fleſh + And Death is 
the perfecting of that Life. Bur I paſs over 
this Property of Sleep and Death, having 
already touch'd it in my general account 


of this Matter. 


6. Sleep hath belonging to it, its Seat, 
or Bed. And thus my Text rells vs, 1 
Saint hath his Divine Sear, or Bed, 
which he lies down 5 fleep at Death, He 


ſleeps in Jeſus. So again, the Apoſtle 


tells us, 1 Cor. 15. 18. If Chriſt be nor ri- 


ſen fromthe dead, they that are na WP 
oO ge are per ied, A 


A OT fives ig 0 | 


att 1 oi 


hes here on Earth. hots united 6 
Chriſt; He ath before h is s Dearh 2 7 K 
tereſt, and F Eng Him, by 4 Hors Yar | 
RT, and lively . Fair 

eath C comes to . sf > Offic 125 4 Se 
it finds ek in Chtiff. wo ke 10905 


it Fas lation between the So of 
an the foo 15 it Reitker a0 5 
can N $ any Separ ation between _ 
the Per f Chriſt, and the en of a 

7 gere Dea finds 2 , there 
if is folbed to leave! Urn; namely, in the 


Led Life did not, could not; ſo Death 
alſo doth not, cannot ſcparite him' from 
that Life, and Love of God, he enjoys. in 
Chrift. Bur as he lived by him, and 
|; m; ſo he dies in him, and i in his Di 0- 
ution even expires, and pours cut his 
Spirit into the Boden 6f that Prince of 
Life, who died © or ths, that 9 wwe 
wake of Nleep, lib of die, tu. e might liuè 
together with him, as the Apoliic ſpeaks 
in that fore-cited Scripture, I The. 5- 10. 
which place I mention again, that we may 
take Notice of rhe double Piece of Un. 
on in it, Lun cv! wn Showaer, as intimaring 
the L/ ne e and NC of our inloffo- 
[able Union with Chriſt, both in Life and 
in Death. 

This 
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'This then i 1s the Bed in which a Saint 


lies down to Ilcep i in Death. He ſleeps | in 
Jeſus. 


Divine Perſon, where all the Glories of 
Eternity, of his Father, of an innumerable 


Company of Angels, and immortal Spi- 
rits meet in One. This Jeſus himſelf, the 
Spirit, the Spring of all pure Pleaſures of | 


Life with all its Luſtres, Lovelineſſes, 
Loves, Joys and Glories : This Jeſus him- 
ſelf, is the Palace, the Marriage-Cham- 


. ber, the Marriage-Bed, where a Saint lies | 


ſleeping on his bliſsful Marriage-Night of 
Death. 


We are 3 unto Chriſt, as he is 


riſen from the dead, and aſcended. And 
it is through Death that we muſt 80 up 
into the full Fruition of him. 


Who would not go through a Thou- 


Find Deaths into the Boſom of ſuch a 


Bridegroom ? Who would not die to ſleep 
in this Jeſus, who hath all defirable things 
in himſelf? 

7. Sleep hath its awakning, and return, 
with an Encreaſe of Spirir, Life, and Vi- 
gour. The Death of a Saint is in this re 
ſpect, a ſweet and Divine Sleep. _ 

The Death of a Saint is attended with 
2 Two-fold awakning. One immediate, 

with reſpett x to the Soul. The other fol- 
; loving 
: 


Our Jeſus i in his Heavenly "Les in his | 
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oi! 1 in b due Seaſon, with r:lation to 

the Body. © 
r. The Soul of a Saint is at Death, im- 


mediately awakned out of the Darkneſs, 

and * 3 out of the Slumber and Sleep 
of this 

the Shadow and Dream of true Life, into 


odily Life, which was indeed but 


the Perfection of that Life. 
Now it is that we enter into the true 


State of our Sbuls : When they ſhall no 


longer have any Cloud, any Clog, any 
Droſs of a fleſhly Body hanging over them, 


and upon them; when they ſhall be no 
longer immers d in Fleſh and Blood; when 
they ſhall be melted out of this grofs Oar, 
75 refin'd from this baſe Allay, as Sir 
Kenelme Digby ſpeaks. 


2. There is another awakning which 
follows this Sleep of Death, and belongs 
to the Body. And this is in the Reſur- 
rection of the Body; when the Body ſhall 


be awakned out of the Duſt, changol and 
gather'd up into Fruitions which are now 


above the reach of our Souls. _ £5. 
Thus, I/aiah 26. 19. the Prophet ſpeaks 
to the dead ; but as one would do, to 
thoſe that are not yet ſtirring and up; 
Awake, awake, ſing ; ye that dwell in the 
duft. Our Apoſtle tells us in my Text, 
as certainly as Jeſus died and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
| 3 will 


will God bring with him. We caynat 
deſire à greater Sechrity for our awakning 
pup of thys Sleep of Death, than gp paveh 
8 in the Prigciple and Pattern laid be- 
Rn EE OED: 7 OT. I 
e nen 3 39s muff deny 
thele two Fundamental Articles of the 
Ehriftian Faith, and conſequently our 
Soap ty >; hn tis © Se Mere 409 3 ; 
whole Chriſtianity, the Dearth and Reſur- | 
rettion of Chrilt; before we can doubt of | 
our full and final Triumph over Death 
and tlie Grave. 
In Phil. 3. 21. we find the Energy of a 
5 2 ts fret 2p I N 8 f 
God, an invincible Power, a Power thar 
can bring the remoteſt Terms together, 
that can tubdue all things to ir ſelf, Rands 
engaged 19 us, not only for the Reſurre- | 
tion of our Bodies; but to change them 
ktm all their Vileneſs, into the Image of | 
our Saviour's own glorified Body. * 
I conclude then this laſt Refemblance 
between Sleep and 7 with tho! 
comfortable Words of God himſelf, Fer, 
31. 15. Thus faith the Lord, a Voice was 
heard in Ramab, Lamentation and bitter 
weeping : Rachel weeping for ber Children, 
refuſed to be comforted for her Children, 
V ſaith the 
Lord, refrain 17 Voice from weeping an 
thine Eyes from Tears : For thy ork ſball 
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be rewirded, ſaith the Lord, and they Bal, 


PORE RET fe TE Kae of Fr Pe. | 


with thoſe. 


be in their Wits, without Sleep. 


F 


fo ther own % > OE 
Having laid before you theſe ſeveral 


Properties, in which Sleep and Death 


agree. I now according to my Promiſe, 


return to the firſt of them, that I may 


conclude this Exerciſe with ſome thoughts 
concerning Death, which are both plea- 
fant and profitable to the ſpiritual Mind. 
Sleep is natural and neceſſary to us. And 
ſo is Death, in the divineſt Senſe, natural 
and necefſary to a Saint. 
Z Sleep is moſt natural to all Animal 
Creatures, and to Men fo neceſſary, the 
Philoſopher tells us, the end of it in us, 


is bene ratiocinari, To reaſon well. Ant 


mal Creatures cannot live; nor rational 
Sure 1 
am it is as natural, and neceſſary in order 
to Life, to ſleep ſometimes; as at others, 


to be awake, to eat, and to drink. 


Sleep is Nature's Proyifion for us, and 
of abſolute Neceffity to us. It is (as bath 


been already ſaid) a natural Retreat, in 


order ro, a neceſſary Recruit. 


Thus Death is moſt natural, and neceſ- 


ſary to à Saint. ; 
{ do not mean in that ordinary and 
common Senſe, in which we lee Death at 
one time ox other becomes eaſie, familiar, 
4ͥ́ ꝛiu 


Ü - 
natural, and indeed neceſſary to every 
Man. And that which all Men, not only 

ſubmit to, but chuſe. | 


© There is, as the Lord Bacon obſerves in 
his Eſſay upon Death; No Paſſion in the 


Mind of Man ſo weak, but it mates and 


© 3nd mafters the Fear of Death. Revenge 


hy. 


© triumphs over it; Love flights it; Ho- 


© nour aſpires to it; Grief flies to it; 


Fear prevents it: And as he alſo takes 
notice in the ſame place. After Oh 


© the Emperor had ſlain himſelf; Pity, 


© which is the tendereſt of the Affections, 
* provok'd many to die out of mere Com- 
* paſhon to their Sovereign; and as the 


* trueſt ſort of Followers. And Seneca (as 


he alſo obſerves) adds to thoſe other Con- 


ſiderations, that of Nicenels and Satiety. 


© Cogita quamdiu eadem feceris : Mori velle 
* non tantum fortis, aut miſer, ſed etiam 


* faſtidioſus poteſt. A Man would dare to 


die, although he was neither valiant nor 


* miſerable; only upon a Wearineſs, to 
* do the Jams. things ſo often . over and 

Habet natura ut aliarum rerum, ſic vi- 
vendi modum, ſaith Tully, As Nature hath 


Jer Bounds and Meaſures to other things, 


_ 1o likewiſe to Life. We may be cloy'd 


with Life it felt: We may have too much 


of it, as well as of other things. Nature 


her 


den on. hy nf 4% Ay 
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Thi 


her faf is not delighted, but tired i th 


too long Life. 


So that Death is no ſuch Unnatural 
thing as we ſometimes imagine it, in our 
dark Thoughts concerning it. Nor is it 
ſo terrible to Nature, as our own Fears do 


repreſent it. 


< How little Alteration (ſaith the ſame 
great Man) do the approaches of Death 
make in great and brave Spirits. They 
* appear to be the ſame Men till the laſt 
: ' Inſtant. Auguſtus Ceſar (faith he) died 
in a Complement ; Iiberius in Diſſimu- 


2 lation; Veſpaſtan in a Jeſt ; Galla with 


Y Sentence : and another in Diſpatch. 
And a Heathen Poet could place the ut- 
moſt end of Life, inter munera nature, 
among the Gifts of Nature 

When I ſay then, that Death is natural 
and neceſſary to a Saint, I do not mean in 
any of theſe, and ſuch like reſpects: But 
in a Senſe more particular, and tranſcen- 


dent to all theſe Conſiderations. 


Nor do I mean in that more common 


and general Senle, in which we ſay, it zs 


appointed for all Men once to die. This 
general Conſideration may admit an 
Exception. Some 7ews believed the laſt 
Ages of Men ſhould be ſo long liv'd, as 


to prevent the Reſurrection. And St. Paul 
hath told us, in the Words fol lowing 


my 


Ik 


. 
. . 
3 


(42) 5 
Text, That we ſhall not all due; ſouse ſhall 


be changed. Although indeed, that Change 
will be equivalent to Death: Which alſo 


15 calb'd our great Change. 


as admits no Exception, except an Allow- 


ance which may be made, for the Imper- 
Pon of Grace in good Perſons, and the 


D — 


ower of Temptation upon them. 


The Death of a Saint is moſt zatural 
and neceſſary to him, as ſuch. It is as 


natural and neceſſary to a Saint to die, as 
it is to him to be a Saint, and to live as 


ſuch; when God hath made him fo to be, 
and fo to live. His ray Lily, as a Saint, 
daily, ſaith the 


is a continual Death. I die 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 31. . 


The better any good Man is, the more 
he underſtands and feels the Truth of this 
matter. The more any Saint lives as a 
Saint, and increaſes in the Divine Life, 
the more ſtill he is acquainted with Death. 
The more he dies to this Bodily Life, to 
this wut World; yea, to all his preſent 
Spiritual Meaſures and Attainments, on 


this fide the Mark, for the Prize of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. _ 


Death is divinely natural and necellary 
to à Saint. It is impoſſible to be a Saint 


lo 
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indeed; and not to, be till cine 0 
8 we 


* 


But I ſpeak now in a more peculiar and 
reſtrained Senfe, and Reſpect ; and ſuch 


r 


S ad | 1 
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{ I Jong as there is any thing left that is 
mortal. 
I And this is no Paradox to that foiritual 
Mind, which is every where, and in every 
a thing 27 and Peace, which hath taken 
its Leave of this World. is ſeeking a bet» 
ter Country, and longing to be there, 
Take here à genera! and a more parti- 
& i} c#ar account of this great Truth. That 
Death is as natural and neceſlary to the 
1 neu Creature, 48 Sleep is to any other 
S Creature in tlie World. 
1. I thall give you a eneral account 
of it, in ſome Scriptural Principles uni- 
8 verſally received by all real Chriſtians , 


t, and which are indeed eſſential to them as 
ne it ſuch. 


My firſt Principle is this: 


a1 The New and Spiritual Name of a 
fe, Saint, is the Nature of God in him. The 
h. Glace of the Goſpel is a ſingular Partici- 
to pation of the Divine Nature. 

Several Scriptures make this plain tous 
on | beyond Exception. I will only mention 
e One, 2 Pet. n. 4. Where the Saints are 
_S expreſly ſaid, 10 be made 1 of the 
iy Drone Nature. | 
int True Converfion terminates in a Divine 
io Nature. As for that moral Change which 
Ng | ” fome 


ſome Pretenders to Reaſon ſpeak ſo much 
of, and would confound with his. It 
terminates but in an human Nature. It is 
all but the Old Adam dreſs'd up in new 
Forms of Truth and Righteouſneſs, ac- 
cording to the Letter of the Law, or of the 
Goſpel, aſſiſted and heightned by common 
ee; 355 DEED 
It I could ſhew a Man all his Sins; if 
I could pour into his Soul a Senſe of the 
Wrath of God; it I could work him up 
to never fo great a ſtrictneſs of Life; 1t 
I could raiſe him up into an Angelical | 
Beauty and Glory; if I could make him 
as innocent as Adam in Paradiſe. All this 
would be but to make him an Arnge/, or a 
Man. 2 1 
For he that lives looſely, is ſunk down 
into the Herd, and is no longer a Man, 
but a Beaſt. It I would recover ſuch a 
one into a Man, I muſt make him ſerious. | 
ſober, and morally right, in his Mind 
and Life. But it I would have this Mar 
made a Chriſtian, he muſt yet be gathered 
up into an higher Principle, into a Divine 
Participation; into Chriſt, and be found 
in him. All below this, is but the ſetting 
of humane Nature in joint again, for Na- 
ture is out of Joint in a looſe and ſcanda- 
 Jous Perſon. | Yea, all our Excellencies 
without this, are but the Number, 
| OT | Meight, 
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eight, Megſure, and Perfedtion of a 


Man. 

We muſt look above the firſt Creation, 

beyond all the Powers and Operations of 
all Creatures, ro God alone, as he is the 
Father of Lights : to God alone, in the 
Supremacy, Simplicity, Fulneſs, and Fruit. 
fulneſs of his Divine Being, for the Ori- 
ginal, and firſt Principle of a new Crea- 
ture, of a new. born Soul. A Soul born 

not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, 


nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 


The New, and Spiritual Nature of a 
Saint then, is the Nature of God. And 


however Chriſtians may differ from one 


another in their ſeveral Explications of 


this Principle; yet they are all agreed to 
ſuch a Degree of Senſe in it, as is ſuffi- 


cient fully to prove, that Death is divine. 


ly natural, and neceſſary to a Saint. 


I might explain and confirm this by ſe- 
But I will content my 
ſelf with this comprehenſive one. 

It is the Genuine Iuſtinct, the Natural 
Temper, and Impreſſion of this new, this 
Divine Nature in a Saint, to die. To de- 
part this Life; To leave this World; To 
be ſtill going hence ; To be {till return 
ing into its Native Country. into its firſt 
Principle and Element. And till it be 
got back hither, it lives a dying 5 2 

= ite 


£46) 
Life beating the citing Image of Dea 


upon i. 8 
Pais Divi he Nature brings Alone 
it into 3 , ſuch a, Ivins Inſtin 

irfeliftable It 


as St 4 — hidden an 
on ffill inclines, and carties the. gn 


15 moſt evidently, 3 nẽceſſärily, 
and yet moſt voluntarily in all its Define Wee 
and Operations to God, as to its rom 
and Fountain. And to all Divine think 

as its neareſt Allies and Kindred : 
ſuffering it to take up its Reſt 15 any 
thing thort of God, to lie down in any 
Bolli but his. 

This is ſuch a Nature, as naturally ſteks 
after God; naturally Knows. him where- 
ever it finds him ; faltens upon him, and 
cleaves to him, 1e that it can be taken off 
by nothing elſe. The Soul by this Na- 


ture is become one Spirit, one Image with | 


all Divine things; naturally clolts with 

* and rg up into them. | 
There 1s 

of the Needle touch by the Load ſtore. 

God hath in ſuch a manner reached this 

Soul, and turn'd all its Bowels within it, 

as the Spouſe ſpeaks, 5. Cant. 4. That in the 


midſt of all its various Agitations, it ſtill 


feels the Touches, and Impreſſion of God 
upon it, and in it; and can never üiet it 
ſelf in cd thing bel or be. des him. 


ome ſuch ſecret here like that 


This! 


8 Aa > Yes as. - * 
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other Nature is to be pacifiec pleas'd and 
fatisfied with ſomething elfe. But this 


69 
This is indeed the diſcriminating ren 


per, and Quality of this Natute; every 


muſt have God. | 
There is (I ſay) ſome fuch thing Hefe, 


like that of the Needle touch'd by the 


Load-ftone. Which continues trembling 
and finds no Reſt, till it ſtands oba | 
the North; where, as ſome ſay, are the 
Springs, the Mines, the Treaſures. of 
Load ſtones, and there it fixes. Suck 4 
ſecret Impreſſion, ſuch a Divine Touch 
from God upon the Heart, doth this Na- 


tare make; ſuch a ſecret and Divine Mag- 


netiſm doth this Nature put forth, that it 
inceſſantly draws the Heart up to God, 
and fixes it upon him. 
As the Iron when it is drawn by the 
Load-ſtone, forgets its own Weight, and 
with 2 wonderful kind of Defire os, I 
may fo ſpeak) is carried contrary to its 
own natural Motion, which is downwatd, 
And this is from ſome myſterious and hid. 
den Love, and Sympathy between them; 
which is too quick, too fivifi too nimble 
for our Obſervation. Thus the Soul 6f a 
Saint, under the Influence of this new and 
Divine Nature, is after ſuch a manner 


drawn up, and united to God; that for- 


getting it lf, and the weight of alk 
worldly 


W 4 LL dan > x OP 
p „ . 
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worldly things, it cannot reſt till it be 
2 gone up, and aſcended out of all 
ings here below, into the Boſom of that 


% 


| 
„ Glory and Bleſſedneſs; which doth moſt if t 
= ſweetly, moſt ſecretly, moſt powerfully, IF 1 
f moſt irreſiſtably, and yet moſt agreeably ! 
and pleaſurably draw and attract it. 
There is ſome ſuch Secret here like that \ 
V 

ſ 

tl 

0 


of the Mileb Kine we read of, 1 Sam. 6. 
12. a Supernatural Influence came upon 
the Kine, which was too hard for that 
Natural Inſtinct, which is very remarka- C 
ble in thoſe Creatures, and eſpecially when p 
they are taken from their Young. The 
Text faith, the Kine 700k the ſtraight way | P 
ſo the way of Beth. ſbemeſb, with the Ark b 
. of God; and although they lowed as they |f + 
went along the High-way, yet they tutn- | S: 
ed not afide to the Right Hand or to the 1 
Lett. hos OR. : 
Thus there is ſuch a Supernatural and . 
Divine Inſtinct comes along with this % 
new Nature, as is too ſtrong for every | Co 
' 6ther Inſtin&t, for every thing we meet II. 
in our way, to divert us and carry us [fe 
aſide. i!; Ty 
- It is with this Soul toward God, as it I St. 
Was with Eliſha toward Elijab. 1 Kings Pre 
41.1 19. 19. And again, 2 Kings 2. all the Be- the 
A2Zinning of that Chapter. E/jab found I he: 
1/18 Eliſha at Plow, and as he paſs'd by him, the 
| OM | 1 En '* NE 
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ebe Goſpel of the Grace of God. 


he caſt his Mantle upon him; and Eh 
immediately leaves his Oxen, and runs 


after him, and was not by all the Intrea- 


ties and Commands of Elijab, to be ſepa- 


rated from him till he aſcended. © Thus it 


is with the Soul I am ſpeaking of, when 


Chriſt hath once paſſed by it, and caſt his 


Mantle upon it, covered it with himſelf; 
when it hath put on Chriſt, as the Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks. hen the Soul is once cloa- 
thed with this Garment of Salvation, 
God and this Soul are now become inſe- 
parable. EE 30 
It is with this Soul, as it was with St. 
Paul, Acts 20. 22. Behold, faith he, I go 
bound in the Spirit unto Feruſalem, "not 
knowing the things that ſhall befal me there 
Save that the Holy Ghoſt witnefſeth in eve- 
ry City, ſaying, that Bonds and Afflictions 
wait for me. But none of theſe things © 
move me. Neither count I my Life dear 


unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 


Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry which 
have received of the Lord Feſus, to teſti» 
God had a new and great Work for 
St. Paul to do, to teſtify to the Goſpel by 
preaching, and by ſuffering at Feruſalem 
the chief City of the Fews, at Rome the 
head City of the World. And now al- 
though Afflictions and Death were mant- 
= = feſtly 


Pa 


r 


feſtly before his ! yes in this ſourney ; al- 

_ though Friends, Saints, Pro 
Heart lay weeping, bleeding, breaking i in 
his way, to ſtop him from going on in 
that Courſe from whence he ſhould return 
no mote; as you may. ſee at large in the 
20th and 22th Chapters of the As. Yer 


— — — — n — hoy 


"JO ©; 


ets. his own 


he ſhuts his Eyes, and ſtops his Fars to 


all theſe; treads them under his Feet, goes | 


aver them all, and gives this Reaſon, He 
was bound in Spirit. 

Fhus ir is with the Soul I am fpeaking 
of, when God hath once ftamped and im- 


preſs d it with his c Nature. It is now 


bound in Spirit. 

The Power of a Divine Spirit is come 
upon, the Soul, and hath bound up all its 
Faculties and Senſes in its heavenly Chains, 
and carried them captive to its Divine 
Force and Will. This is the Anſwer of 
this Soul to this whoke World, that would 
hang upon it, pull it down, and hinder 


its Flights. F am bound in Spiri it ; I can 
not ſtay here below; | muſt be gone. This 


Soul is freed from all the Chains and Fer- 
ters of this lower World, into the Inlarge- 
ment of an Univerſal Being and Good neis; 

and is invincible, and not to be moved by 


any thing here below that would ſtop its 


_ Cour, 


55 There 


„ „ „ 


— | up into him. 


WS 146 4 
There is ſome ſuch thing here, like that 


which we call a natural Quality, Temper 


and Impreſhon, which gives every thing a 
Tendency to its own Place. It muſt be 
moſt natural to this New and Spiritual 
Nature to die, becauſe Death in every 


Step of it, is but its going home. 


very thing would naturally be in gre- 
mio cauſe (as we lay) in the Boſom of its 
firſt Cauſe : For things abroad are under 
Violence, and held præternatural. Death 
doth bur fetch the Soul of a Chriſtian 
thicher, where he is always defirous ts 
be; and whither he is ſtill fluttering, and 
ſtriving to go. „ 
Every Nature in this World, as Plutarch 
hath well obſerv'd, hath ſome proper Cen- 
ter, to which it is always haſtning. Sin 
and Wickedneſs, which is the Nature of 
Hell, is continually tending thither, and 
of its own accord finking lower and lower, 
till it comes to the nethermoſt Hell. This 


Nature of which J am treating, is the 


Nature of God himſelf, and is ſtill ſoar- 
ing up higher and higher, till it gets quite 


Our Souls by the Participation of this 
Nature, are brought under the central 


Force, and Magnetiſmm; under the Poize, 


the Ls aw the ſweer Command of the 
World above, continually drawing, guid- 
no — E < ing, 
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Place t 
here, is one of the Nam 
| es of God. 


The Soul eed the Neſt 
2s a Bird yr inely natur'd 15 reft of Souls. 
Stranger in ah l. dred from fog this World | 

na ſtrange Land 1 Sug 2 
. It can reſt no 


where here bel 
low; but is {till making 1 
1tsS 


way through 
eternal ] 8 : all things . 
18 g ee * i its firſt, and 
— It is from abe of 
above, | 


and ther 
efore is 
1 is continual 
Ik enter. Ir! ally gol | 
c ner. It is ſtill Lr 3 
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Matter, 


for natural Agents to do the other. 


183 TT is 


tral Authority of that World, and cannot 


teſt till it get thither. 


According to this Conſideration of the 
it would be as monſtrous and 
horrid, as violent and unnatural a thing; 
for this Nature, for a Soul thus natur d, 
not to obey the central Force and Vertue 


of the World above; as it would be in 


this natural and outward World, for na- 
tural Agents to forget, and forlake their 
natural Temper and Impreſſion; as it 


would be for natural Agents, which 5 
determin'd to one thing, and one way ; 


gef, and to go another, Which is * 


done i in the natural World, but ro avoid 


a Vacuity; and then indeed it is not à vio- | 


lent, but a moſt natural Motion, becauſe 


an Univerſal Nature then takes place of a 
Particular. For if there ſhould be a Di- 
vulfion in the Continuance of Nature; if 
there ſhould be that which is call'd a Va- 


cuity, there would be a Stoppage in the 


free Communication of things, to the Pre- 
Judice of the whole. 
And therefore in ſuch caſes, a particu: 


ar Nature is moſt naturally over-rul'd by 


a general. But otherwiſe, things are 10 
enclined to one thing, that it is prodigious 
As, it 


would be Les of for heavy Bodies to 
take their 


eave of us, and flie upward. 
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For light Bodies to fink downward, and 
fall upon us. 


Thus it is much more prodigious for a 


Soul that is Partaker of this Divine Na- 


ture, not to obſerve the Inſtin& and Dire- 


Etion of it, But to forget its Native 
Country; take up its Reſt in this ſtrange 


World; and be contented always to live 


here an Exile and a Captive. For there is 
not in all Nature a greater Reaſon for any 
of her particular Motions, than there is 
tor this, that a Soul divinely natur'd, 


ſhould conform it felf within and with- 


out, to the Impreſſions the World above 
hath made upon it. 
It is from all this moſt evident, that 

Death muſt be moſt natural and neceſſary 


to the New and Spiritual Nature of a 
Saint, becauſe ir is the moſt genuine In- 


| fin, the very natural Temper and Im. 
preſſion of this Nature, to do that which 


we call dying. 


Tell me, What can confute ſuch an In- 


ſtin& as this? What can overcome ſuch a 


natural Temper and Impreſſion? What 


can ſtop ſuch a Magnetick Force and Ver. 
rue? What can change ſuch a Courſe of. 

Nature, ſuch a Courſe of a Divine Na- 
ture? „ N 
| There is not any where throughout all 
Nature to be found a greater Sympathy, 


Conſent, 


rene ann bowed. ancd. kn . © nd am. 


4 , 
6 ode — ö aw >, 


„„ 


AS 5 4d 


Te) 


| Conſent, Agreement, and Harmony, than 
between this Soul and 1's God. Rivers 


are not carried more naturally, more con- 
ſtantly to the Boſom of the Sea; Fire 


doth not more naturally aſcend into the 


Boſom of Heaven; light Bodies do not 


more naturally tend upward, nor heavy 


Bodies fall downward, than his Soul dies 


to all things here below, and runs through 


all manner of Deaths into the Boſom of 
7 re © 1 

It would be indeed the greateſt, the 
cruelleſt Deith to this Soul to be denied 


to die. For the whole Life of this Soul 


is a continual Anhelation, a continual 
breathing, and panting after God: Whar 
then thall hold this Soul from hin, when 


nothing but himſelf can ſatisfy ir? What 


ſhall prevent that Death, which in every 
Step of ir is a Tendency to a Satisfaction 
in him? How vain and idle muſt all At- 
tempts be againſt Inſtinct, Nature, Tem- 
per, and Conſtitution ? Againſt a Divine 
Inſtinct, Nature, Temper, and Confti- 
tution? HI ET 
The Soul thus natur'd, moves toward 
God eſſentially. It is all one to it to be, _ 


and to be to God. It lives to God as the 


Scripture ſpeaks. It is to him. 
Effentie rerum ſunt immutabilis, & im- 


mobiles, as Philoſophers ſpeak. The EC. 


Sa ſences 


PETR” 


ſences of things are immutable and im- 


movable. They neither ebb nor flow; 


bur have in themſelves a perpetual Unity 
and Indentity. And all ſuch Motions and 
Operations as bubble up from Eſſences, 
are conſtant and unvariable. Although they 


may he ſometimes ſtopt and interrupted, 


yet that is but a violent State: Not at all 
connatural, and cannot hold; they will 
find their way, and courſe again, or elſe 


| ceaſe to be. 


Things that work naturally, they work 


conſtantly, they work unweariedly; the 


Pulſe is never weary of beating; the Fire 
of burning; the Sun of ſhining; the Ri- 


ver of running. It is true, the moſt na- 
tural Motions may be hindred by Vio- 
| lence, but ſtill they preſerve their Nature 


under all that Force and Diſtemper. The 
Pulte may be diſorder'd, the Fire may be 
damp'd; the Sun may be clouded, and 


_ eclipled ; the River may be damm'd up, 


and reſtrain'd. But it is ſtill the Nature 
of the Pulſe to beat, of the Fire to burn, 


of rhe Sun to ſhine, and of the River to run, 


To think to alter, to change the Mo- 
tion, the Courſe, the Way of a Soul that 


partakes of this Divine Nature; it is ac- 


cord ing to this Confideration of the Mat- 


ter, to alter the very Nature of things, 
yea, the very Natureo of God himſelf. 


There 


, 


N h 8 DEER 
; - * 


There is in the Soul I am ſpeaking of, 


a Divine Inſtinct God ward. Such an In- 


{tin& as is above all our Form of Words, 
and the Force of every thing that would 


deltroy it. An Inſtinct which is not al- 
_ ways underſtood by the Subject where it 


is, cannot be deſcribed, nor is ever to be 
extinguiſhed. An Inſtinct which can no 
more be conquered by the Reaſon, or Vio- 


lence of this World, than you can with 


Arguments and Perſwaſions, with Threat- 


nings and Allurements, deſtroy a natural 


Temper and Impreſſion; ſtop a central 
Force and Vertue, and confound the mu- 
tual Sympathies, Conſents, Harmonies 
and Proportions, which are found through- 


cout all Nature. In a Word, than you 
change, and alter the whole Frame, Or- 
der, and Courſe of Nature, and of the 


God of Nature too. . 3 
Go trie, if thou canſt by any Reaſons, 
or Flatteries, perſwade the Fire not to 


burn; the Flame not to aſcend, the Sun 
not to ſhine, . Go trie if thou canſt take 
hold of, ſhut up, and impriſon the Light; 


if thou canſt ſtop and catch the Light- 
ning; if thou canſt hinder the breaking 


out of Thunder, and command Silence in 
Heaven when the Noiſe thereof diſturbs 


thee. Trie if thou canſt chain up the Ri- 
yers, ſuſpend their Falls, and recal the 
SS -- _ . Poſting 


poſting Winds. Trie if thou canſt hinder 


the ebbing and flowing of the Sea : If thou 
canſt bind the Influetces of the Heavens 
above, or the Anſwers and Eccho's which 


the Earth below makes to thoſe Influences 
in its ſeveral Products and Groiths. Trie 


if thou canſt prevent the dawning of the 


Day, or preſerve the Datkneſs and Sha- 
dows of the Ni ht, when the Morning 


Light appears. Trie if thou canſt alter 


all the Inſtincts of this lower World, 
which ate to be found throughout all the 


Births of Nature. Trie if thou canſt di- 


vert, delude, and cozen that natufal Faith- 
fulneſs which every where cafries every 
thing to its own Damb, to its on Mo- 


ther, to its own Original. Go trie if thou 


canſt alter that natural Temper and Ini. 
preſſion, which makes eva thing haſten 

to its own Principle and Element. Fire 
to its upper Circle, Earth to its Center 
below. Trie if thou canſt pervert and 
confound the Proprieties of Cauſes, arid 


the Particularities of Effects every where 


throughout this viſible World. So, that 


a Father ſhall no longer beget à Son in 
his own Likeneſs, nor every Plant any 


more bring forth irs own Seed : Bat 


Grapes may hereafter be gathered of 


* Thorns, and Figs of Thiſtles. Set the 
Cage wide open, open all the Doors and 
ä | Windows 


you. FAA „ wes A, FO OS ot bak © . . nt pres AS . — 
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_ Windows of thy Houſe, and ſee if thou 
canſt complement the pretty Bird not to 

flie away, but to forget its own freer Air, 
and dwell with thee. Trie if thou canſt 


perſwade Faculties to remain for ever 


without their proper Objects ; Capacities 


to ſtand always empty, and never to be 


fill'd and ſatisfied. The hungry and thir- 


ſty Man to pins away, periſh and ſtarve 
in his own Hunger and Thirſt. Trie if 


thou canſt make all the Lovers throughout 


all Nature, contented to be always lan- 
guiſhing, and never enjoying. Trie if thou 
canſt hinder rhe Reſolution of all things 
into their own Principle, It thou canſt 
defend thy Body from deſcending and re- 
lapſing into irs firſt Duſt, and thy Soul 
from aicending and returning to him that 

gave it. All this, and more than all this 
may be done, before thou canſt prevail 
with the Soul I treat of, not to go home 
to his God; but to forget his Native 
Country, to be contented to dwell always 


in this World, to be intomb'd for ever in 


the Grave of this Fleſh, and buried alive 


in the Sepulcher of this Body. For this 
Soul hath in ir ſelf the very Nature of 


that God, who hath ſtamped and impreſs d 
all theſe Varieties of Natures, Inſtincts, 
and Inclinations upon all other things 
throughout the whole Creation. And 
ER ſurely | 
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Jurely his own Nature cannot fall ſhort 
of thoſe inferiour Participations of him. 


r | 
God himſelf is the Principle and Ele. 


anent of a Saint. He ſprings up out of 


God, and can live no where but in him. 


The Divine Nature in a Saint, while in 
this World, is like a Fiſh out of the Wa. 
ter, panting and gaſping for Life. Like a 
Bird out of the Air, and ſhut up in a 
Cage: Or, if you will, like an Angel out 
of Heaven, ſtill haſtning thither as ſoon as 
the Buſineſs is diſpatch'd, which brought 


The Nature of a Saint is God's own 
Nature dropt down into him, And God 
forbid it ſhould wander up and down the 


World, like a Vagabond and Fugitive, 


not knowing what to do with it ſelf, and 


| where to beſtow it ſelf. When every 


other Nature in the World is provided 
for, and hath a Home. But yet this muſt 
be its State and Condition, it Death be 
denied; for it can find no Reſt on Earth, 


no Reſt till it return to God. 


There can be nothing more ſecundum 
Naturam, as we lay, nothing more ac» 
cording to the New and Spiritual Nature 


of a Saint, than to be {till dying to every 


thing here below. This Nature cannot 


be quiet, and at eaſe in us, while we are 


ſo 


Death. 


"7 61 0 
ſo in this World of Darkneſs, and Db - 


«ſtance from its and our own Original. 


To a Soul thus zatur d, thus natura- 
liz*d, every Preſence, every Enjoyment of 
God 'himſelf, here on Earth, is as an Ab. 


ſence and Separation compared with that 


immediate Preſence and Enjoyment. & 


longs for in Heaven. 


Ihe frequent, I may ſay, the continua! 


Language of this Soul while here below, 
is, Wo is me, 
Tents of Kedar and Meſhech, of Dark- 


that I yet dwell in the 


neſs and Diſtance. The moſt pleaſurable, 
delightful, and conſtant Motion of this 
Soul, is to be till leaving this World, 


and returning t God. And what is this, 


but ſo many Steps and Degrees of Death, 


till at laſt we go hence (as we ſay) for 


Good and all, in our final and compleat 


Through the pure, pleaſant, potent In- 
ſting of this Divine Nature, the moſt na- 
tural, uniform, and harmonious Motion 


K. the Soul is toward God. The Pondis, 
the Weight, the Conſent, rhe Inclination, 
Bent, and Propenfion of its whole Being 
is ftill leading it up unto God. 


Is ſtill 
making it to be leaning, ponderating, 
and . it ſelf this WAY: 


So the Beloved Soul is deſcribed, Caxt. 
8. 5. Who is this that cometh up from 
the Wilderneſs, leaning upon ber Beloved? 
This is the Poſture of the Soul in her 
Motion out of this World, and her /e/f 
up to God. She all along is leaning upon 
her Beloved. That Word doth not only 
_ expreſs her Reliance upon him, but her 
Liclination to him. The Pleaſedneſs of 
the Soul is this way. This is the way it 
chuſeth: It does not only move toward 
God as its Daty, but its Delzghr. It is 
matter of Diſturbance, of Grief; of Pain, 
Py and Diſtemper, ro be hindred 
and interrupted. Ra | 
This Soul is not well, when it is not go- 
ing out after God. It complains of every 
thing that ſtands between him and ir. It 
groans to be deliver'd from all its Clogs 
and Fetters, that it may have the free and 
full Exerciſe of all its Powers, of its 
whole Being toward him: It can make 
no ſtop, never ceaſe from pining and lan. 
guiſhing, till it be got intirely out of it 
felf, and all things elſe into the naked 
Poſſeſſion and Fruition of that Beloved, 
it is continually leaning toward and 
upon. > „ ** 
In its beſt State here below, it ſtill finds 
and feels it ſelf in inexpreſſible and incom- 
prehenſible Groans, carried up to 3 
vailad 


vailed Per 


| on of this ' Beloved, in the 
Eternity of his Loves, Lovelinefles, Joys, 


and Glories : As its only Mark in its Eye, 


and in its Heart. And it cannot reſt till 
it aſcend into his immediate Embraces, 
and is /oft, or rather found in the Uncon- 
finedneſs, and Incomprehenſibleneſs of his 


Divine Perfon and Glory. 


But it is obje&ted to all this. That 
the beft of Saints here below are unwil- 
ling and afraid to die, while the worſt of 
Men out. brave the Fear of Death. What 
then becomes of this natural Tan + and 
Inpreſfon, which ſhould make Death ſo 
natural and pleaſant to a Saint, 

If God ſhall pleaſe ro ſpare my unpro- 


fitable Life, I defign in another Diſcourſe, 


to give the World a larger account of 
both theſe Caſes: The 7rue Fears of good 


and the falſe Courage of bad Perſons, with 


2 


reſpect to Death. | 
Take a ſhorter Anſwer to the firſt of 
an Caſes, in theſe following Particu- 
8 „ 
1. A Saint may be afraid of, and un- 
willing to die, from the natural and ſen- 
fitive Spitit yet remaining in him. 
No good Man here on Earth is all of 
a Prece : Fhe beſt of Saints here, are made 
up of two Men; a New, and an Old; a 
Natural, and a Spiritual Man. | 
4 Take 
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e 
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Take what I * ſay, in a this parti 
cular Anſwer, Thus: 


There are Three things in every true 


Chriſtian, to bas POT DT ARA in 


— 


5 5 A Spiritual Principle which is con- 
ſtituent of him; and as int tl 
tial to him as a Chriſtian; as his Reaſon 


is, © pe. is a Man. 


A Fleſhly Principle, from which he 


is al deliver'd till Death. 


2. The Netura! Perſon of 2 Saint: His 
Soul and Body. In which both theſe Prin- 


ciples ſubſiſt, and between which his na- 


tural Perſon. his Soul and Dory are 915 


vided. 


— 


I. There is a Spiritual Principle i in eve- 
ry true Chriſtian. Thzs, as it is confider- 


ed nakedly, in it ſelf, is pure, perfect, 
unchangeable: The ſame on Faun below, 
as in Heaven above. 

We read, Rom. 8. 6. of the Mindings 
of this Principle, that Word Minding is 
of a large extent: It comprehends a two- 
fold Act; one of the Underſtanding, ano- 


ther of the Will and g ffections, both the 
Senſe ang the Savory of things. 


To 


mate and eſſen- 


erer Pr TY 


* 8. 

To be / quinn miles 2220 
things in the Light; and to reli tits 7 
of the Life: and Love of rhe Divine 
Spit. 
All the Mindings of this 8 innal Prin- 


ciple, are Life in all the Beauties and 
| Sweetneſſes of Life. All things, even 
Death it ſelf, the Figures of Coffins and 


Graves, are to this Principle Life and 
Peace: Myſteries of Divine Life, Love, 
and Glo ory. 


2. We may conſider this ; Spiritual Prin- 
ciple, as it lives and puts forth it felt in 


the Natural Perſon of a Saint, as he is 


cloathed here with an Earthly Image. 
This Spiritual Principle as it dwells in 
this Earthly Image, is clouded, vailed, 


contracted and confined: Its Life and 5 


Operations are impetfect and changeable. 


It is like the Sun here on Earth: Some- 
times it ſhines out, and ſometimes it is 


under a Cloud. Though the Sun in it 
ſelf is ever above the Clouds, and ſhines 
to it ſelf wich the Came Fulneſs and Per. 
fection. As alſo the Spiritual Principle 
doth to it ſelf, even in this Earthly Image: 
But as it lives, and puts forth it ſelf in a 
natural Soul and Body, ir is imperfect, 
clouded, eclipſed. It is in a continual in- 
rrchingeable War and * with the 
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8 
Earthly Man, the Fleſh : With Hell, and 
with all the Powers of Darkneſs, which 


in this State, are lodg'd together with 


oo © nancy Principe under the fame 
A000 | 
Sometimes, as a very / Learned and Ho- 


ly Perſon ſomewhere n it, accor- 
ding to his own, and every Saint 8 conſtant 


Experience. 

© This Spiritual Principle is made A 
< * Captive by evil Spirits, in the Forms of 
various Tem —— Corruptions, and 


Paſſions; is over- ſpread with the Black 


< Shades of Fear, Unbelief, Doubt, Di. 


« ſtruſt, and Deſpair ; caſt into Chains of 


3 Darkneſs, laid lor with all its Glories, 
in a deep and miery Dungeon, where no 

; Spark of Divine Light appears. Some. 
times again, it is a Conquerour and Tri- 


_ © umphant: But when it is fo, it ſtill a- 


* bides in the Field, where its Beauries, 


'< Sweetneſſes, and Glories are vailed, and] 


© tained, as with the Duſt of the Earth; 
as with the Smoak of the Fight, and of 
Hell; as with the Blood of its Wounds. 


In the midſt of theſe, it is ſtill alarm'd 


© to new Conflicts. The Trumpet is ſtill 
* ſounding to freſh Combats: And it hath 
no reſt — below from the Fleſhly Prin- 
* ciple. And this is the third Wen to be 

conlidered in a n | 
'Þ 4 he 


* 


of a Saint Captive. 
them, were not the Divine Principle, by 


well as Spirit. 


(9) | 
. The Hleſhly Principle: This St. Pau! 
wile us, continually luſteth and fighteth 


againſt the Spiritual Principle. In reſpect 


to this he faith; In ne, that is in * Freſh 

dwelleth no good thing. 5 
There is as — a Comprehenſion 

of all Evil in this Fleſhly Principle; as 


| of all Good, and Glory of God, of Hea: | 


pk and of Eternity | in the Spiritual mw 

Ton: when the Spiritual Princi le with- 
draws it felt, or is withdrawn. Then the 
Fleſhly Principle prevails in the natural 
Man And carrieth the Soul and Body 
And would devour 


its Union with its Fountain, too power- 
tul for it. 5 

We muſt Aiſtinguiſh then in the caſe 
before us, between the Natural and Spi- 
ritual Man in a Saint. We are Feſh as 
And the Mindings of the 
Fleſh are Death, as the Apoſt'e adds in 
that fore- mentioned, Rom. 8. 5 

To have a Fleſhly Mind; to ſee chimes 
in the Light of the Fleſh, of Natural 
Senſe, and carnal Reaſon; and to- reliſh | 
things in a Natural Life, and Love, as 


they agree with . Natural Principles and 
Affections; this is Death. The Light of 
this Life is the * of Death; the 
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all manner of Melancholy Shades f 
along with it. 


a Fears, Troubles, and Death upo 
| __ Spirit. He is by this Fleſhly Princi- 


(8). 
Keliſh and Sweetnels of t 


Bireerneſs of Death. 


The Life of this Fleſh is a Death; —— 
unſpeakably terrible to it is its Death: 
While it tives it is continually frighted 

with Deaths, Burials, Coffins, Graves; 
and when i it dies, it hath miſerable Ap- 
prehenhons of going down into, and 
wandring in a deſolate -Darknefs, with 


The Unwillingnefs, and Fears then of 


a true Chriſtian to die, ſprings from his 
— Part, and from the Devil, 


WO 
is continually through his Fleſhly Part, 
getting into him, and diſturbing him. 

It is this Fleſhly Principle which clouds 


and valls a n and 1s ſtill * 


a Miſt and Reflection of Darkneſs. 


toc often drawn down out of the 
Divine Orb and Circle of his Soul, into 


the Senſitive. And Death ſeen with an 


Eye of Senſe and carnal Reaſon, appears 


a: — and terrible thing to him. 


His Fears ſpring from the Old Man, 


and the Remainder of Corruptions. But 


as there is ſomething in a Saint which 


does not /in, ſo there is 8 in him 


which is not tone: 
2. A 
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2 A good Man may be unwilling and 


afraid to die, from the Remainder of a 


Theſe Fears may ariſe from the Imper- | 


fection of Grace, as being leſs "removed 


from a State of Nature: And as being a 
leſs Partieipation of the Spirit of the Ge- 
ſpel. The Sun at its firſt ri 
| overcome the Miſt, The Morning of the 
Goſpel hath ſome Remainder of Dark 
| nels and Fear. What 3 dreadful E@ondi- 


tion then muſt the Midnight of a Natural 
State be? pos ws 


But ſtill the Fears of good Perſons are 
unnatural to Goſpel Religion: And are 
ion and want of 


founded in its Impei 
Growth. For a true Chriſtian, in the 


right Improvement of a Goſpel Spirit, 
may fo conquer the Fear of Death, that 


he may be able ar God's Call, to go out 


| of this World more chearfully than ever 


any poor Captive went out of Slavery. 


And if it be not thus with every Chri- 
ſtian, we muſt impute it to his Infancy; 


to a Spirit of Bondage, to a Legal Spirit, 


hich yet cleayes to him, and which is 


very hardly to be ſhaken oft by any of — 
becauſe it is very natural to us. We mul 


allow much here to the Weakneſs, the 8 
Temptations, and the preſent State of 
God's Children. It is many times their 
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94 70 FE 
caſe, to be afraid of Death, becauſe they 


are not throughly aſſured of that Rights- 


ouſneſs by which Eternal Life! is obrain'd, 
nor confirm'd in Piety. 

But as the Pleaſant, the Powerful. the 
Vitlerions. and Triumphant Light of the 
Golpel Spirit, and Life gets up, and ſhines 
out; it chaſes away all the Shadows, the 
Darkneſſes, the. Deceits, Melancholies 
ind Fears of the Ni . 

There 18 4 Ft Darkneſs and Black: 
eſs in the Saints, while their Spiritual 


Day is yet but dawnin 7 And bringing. 80 


the Spouſe acknowledges in the 1. Cant. 
ſhe is black. . That Word. ſignifies the 
Morning: And denotes. the Blackneſs of 
the Morning g. The ſame Word is uſed 


again in that Song, where the Spouſe of 


Chriſt is ſaid to 700% forth as the Morning. 
[F here is a Blackneſs in the Saints here, 
like that of the Morning: A Blackneſs 
that is as the Shades that lie in the Sky, 
and over-ſhadow the Beauties of the Spi- 
tit of his Jeſus; the Heaven of Divine 
Glory in him. But the Morning is ſpread 
ing its Streaks of Divine Light through 
theſe Shades: And looking forth with 
Tweeteſt Eyes of Heavenly Beauty and 
Love upon him. The Light from the 
Face of Chriſt is continually ſpringing, 
0 ee upon Aan Shades; leſſen- 
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courage themſelves and others. 


e 
them Moment by Moment, till at 


fa they all _ vaniſh, being drunk up by 


the Light of the perfect BDF. 

The Blackneſs of a Saint is like the 
Darkneſs of the Morning; and ſo is 
growing leſs and leſs, as are all his Fears, 
as the Day comes on. But the Blackneſs 
of a Sinner is like the Darkneſs of the 
Night, in which the Darkneſs is ſtill in- 
creaſing and coming on upon him, till it 
over-ſpreads him with the diſmal Shades 
of 4 Yreadful and Eternal Night. 3 5 


;. We may reſolve much of thels Fears 
of Dea th in good Perſons, into Bodi Tem- 
per and Diſtemper. | | 

Some Chriſtians naturally affect to dit: | 
And love 
to go on drooping, thinking this f is their 
Humility and their Religion. Whereas 
there is nathing more unnatural to Goſpel 
Religion chan i his: For it is in it ſelf of 
the Complexion of Hell, and is the very 


-contra-diſtin& Form and CharaQer to the 


Principle, and Spirit of the Goſpel; which 


is not a Spirit of Fear, but of Power, of 


Love, and of a ſound Mind. 
But we muſt make ſome Allowanee 


: here, as for the Imperfection and Inex- 


perience of Grace, ſo for a diſtemper d 
Fwy Conſtitution. . N Body does get 
4 _ 


to Spiritual Matters; and is an Excuſe 


for many of a Chriſtian's Fears, as well 
as for the undue Warmrbs that we find 


1 Men are ſometimes nnwilling 
And afraid to die, through a pure Natural 
Infline?. It being, as one ſaith, God's 


own doing, chat Men ſhould fear Death 
4 


and love Life; to the Intent they may 
preſerve themſel ves, in order to the Ac- 


complithment of the wiſe Purpoſes of 


God. IT 
Ir is not natural for us to love and de- 
ſire Death. And it ſeems (as an Excellent 
Perſon obſerves) to be a Weakneſs even 
in God's Children themſelves, when with- 
out feeling any inward Inſpiration, that 
God would have them die: They do ea- 
geily deſite, and are impatient to be gone. 
*or this Deſire may not be altogether free 
from that Reſtleſneſs, which hurries wick- 
ed Men out of the World, 8 
It is true, we find rhoſe Tranſports in 


the Primitive Martyrs. They were ſo in- 
amour'd of Death, that to vex and tor- 


ture them the more, the Magiſtrates 
made a Law to take from them the Com- 


II as in other caſes relating 


fort of Uk And (as one faith) in- 


But 


m_— * — þ < 7 CP & * A 
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But this was a Divine Infpiration, of 


reat Uſe and Service in thoſe: earlier 


imes of Chriſtianity. Although poffibly _ 


al ſo, there might ſomething of their own 


Zeal and Impatience get into it, which 
was not altogether excuſable. 


Martyrdom is certainly the higheſt 
Honour God can put upon a Creature. 
It is a Prerogative, a Dignity, above all 
the Angels, and the reſt of Saints, to 
die, and to die a Martyr: And it is only 
chat God who thus honours them, that 


can under ſuch a Glory, keep "them 
humble. | 


* Death, ith an Frcaftint Perſon, is 
given to us as a Puniſhmenr for Sin. And 
we are ſtill under the Force of that Law 


by which Sin reigns unto Death, while 


our Natural Man lives : Though the Spi- 


ritual Man is ſet free. 


And the better any Man is, the more 


render and delicate Senſe he hath of every 
thing that hath the Notion of a Puniſh- 


ment from God upon ir; although he ſees 
by the Mercy of God, the Sting taken 


out of it. For the Senſe of the Puniſh- 


ment of Sin, is (faith he) mot effectual 


in all thoſe that appertain to God: Lea, 


even when themſelves think it not fo. 
For howeyer Chriſt hath ſatisfied for Sin, 
| yer 


G24) 


yet he ** not revoak'd the Sentence 
given againſt us, whereby we are obliged 
to Death; but only remedied it by his 
Death and Reſurrettion. So. that as we 
die by Adam, we > ſhall riſe e by 


hin 


6. A Child of God may be — a the 
Power of Temprations, and upon this 
account, the higheſt Chriſtians may be 
ſomerimes unwilling and afraid to die. 
Hezekiah in this caſe pray d earneſtly, and 
mourned bitterly, as we read, Iſatah 38. 
And yet in another more publick one, he 
did not ſo. And yet there might be 
more (as {ome think) in that caſe, for he 
was then without a CH; which in thoſe 
Days, fignified ſomething more than ordi- 
nary, becauſe of our Saviour's Line. 

Many more Accounts might be given 
of this Matter. But in the midſt of them 
all, this is moſt true. That it is the na- 
8 tural Temper and Impreſſion of the New 

and Spiritual Nature of a Saint, to die, 
to be itill dying: Aud whatever ReluQ- 
ancies a Chriſtian may ſometimes have a- 
gainſt Death; and however he may be 

at ſome Seaſons terrified at the Dread ful. 
neſs of the Paſſage. Yet according to the 
inward Frame and Diſpoſition of his 
Mind, he is N deſirous to be at the 


Ei 


eee. 
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End to which Death brings him: Al- 
though it may be, he is not always i in an 
equal Exerciſe of this Frame. 


ee enn 


foan Death, if they will ſpeak the Truth, 


muſt confeſs, that they would by no 
means be contented, that there was no 


other Life, feeling in themſelves, that 
they were at firſt created, and are now 


prepared, not for his, but another, and 


Eternal 1 


And they are always breathing alike the 
perfection of this Life, even when they are 
moſt afraid of entring into it: And would 


not be condemned to live always here in 


the beſt Circumſtances, if they might. 
Their Minds are above this World, 
their Souls are looſened from it, are fired 


and wing d from above, and ſo they are 
ſtill forſaking this Dirt, and mounting 
upward; although they are by Violence, 


by Temptation, a Natural Inſtin&, and a 
many other Canfiderations held here: be- 
low. Their Hearts are with Chriſt in 
Heaven; and they cannot be fatisfied till 
they. are taken up, to be for ever with 


him. 


To ſerve God here below, they are in- 


deed contented, and deſirous to live. And 


from . ſome peculiar Weakneſſes may be 


Y ſomerimes afraid to dis. Bur at the 


ſame 


* 


1 : 
: * 


5 N 
fame time, in the Conſtitution of their 
Minds, and inward Diſpoſition of their 
Souls, they wiſh themſelves with God, 
and would leave all the World to go up 
to him. 

And this is Matter of Experience and 
Feeling, that the Grace of God doth work 
this way. And it we are not in this 

per, we are either ſhort of this State 

of Grace; or under Weakneſſes, and Di 
ſtempers, "and [ould do well to look af- 
ter our ſelves. 
8 Reſult of this whole Anſwer, is 

[S. OD 
Ir is too true, The Soul divinely na- 
tur'd, while on Earth, may be ſometimes 
diverted by Tempration, and carried ano. 
ther way by force; by the Law of its 
Members, rebelling againſt the Law of 
its Mind. It may be caught and intan- 
gled in the Snares of the Evil One. It 
may be oppreſſed and weighed down by 
the Weight of this World. Its Wings 
may be clipt, clogg'd, and Lime-twigg'd 
by the Guilt and Filth of divers Luſts and 
Mea fires. It may be check'd, interrupt 
ed by Enemies ww!hour and within. It 
may be confined and impriſoned by the 
Body. It may be lulPd aſleep by the 
Charms and Inchantments, the Sorceries, 
| and — ts of this World. 1 its 

ars 


(770 


— awake. The Natural and Genuine 


Motion of its Spiritual Principle is | = 
upward, whatever its inward or outward 


Circumſtances are. 

No Pains, no Miſeries, no Temptations, 
no Injoyments can make the Soul thus 
natur'd to comply with this World, or 
forget its Native Country. It may ſome- 
fond ſeem to be carried Captive another 


way: But its Heart remains awake, and 


lies panting continually (although ſome- 


times perhaps inſenſibly to it ſelf, as well 


as to others) after the full Injoyment ot 


its God, and its ſelf in him. 

This Soul harh received ſuch Forefi ghts 
and Foretaſts, as have for ever ſet it on 
longing and la nguiſhing, till it hath more, 
till it hath all that is to be had. Some- 
thing hath touch'd this Soul, that muſt 
for ever hereafter govern all its Motions 
and Refts. The Soul hath felt, hath met 
with ſomething that tells it, there is no 
true Satisfaction but in God, that he alone 
is our Reſting-Place. 


And this Soul is ſtill Teaching upward, f 
and aſpiring, though it cannot as yet 
reach that G/ory, which moſt ſweetly, 


ſecretly, and irreſiſtably draws it toward 


it ſelf; That perfect Love, which will not 


ſu fler 


art as the Spouſe ſpeaks, will Rill te. 
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ſuffer the Soul to terminate any where 
nr.... ton. we ol 
And thus much for my firſt Scriptural 
Principle, to make out the Naturalneſs, 
and Neceſſity of Death to a Saint: And 
my preſent Anſwer to the ObjeQion rais'd 
againſt it. JJC 


2. My next ſhould be this. The Life 
of a Chriſtian is the Life of Chriſt in him, 
and the Death of a Chriſtian is the living 
Vertue of his Saviour's Death upon him, 
and in bim; and bis compleat Conformity 

RS 5 NP Le 
The Scripture expreſly tells us, That 
Chriſt himſelf is the Life of a true Chri- 
ftian. That the determined, proper, and 
natural end of a true Chriſtian, is his en- 
tire Conformity in Life, in Death, and 
after Death to the Image of Jeſus Chriſt: 
That the Natural Principle which works 
out this end for him, and in him, is 
Chriſt in him. According to that of St. 
Paul, Gal. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt, 
 nevertbeleſs I libe; yet not I, but Chriſt 
in ne, &c. „ N 
As the Stalk, the Leaf, the Cup, the 
Flower in a Roſe, are all from the Nature 
of the Plant bringing forth its proper 
Form upon it. So the Sufterings, the 
| . +. Dyings 


a „ 


Cz. 
Dyings which a Saint paſſech through; 
they are only the Nature, the Life of 
Chriſt, bringing forth the proper Form, 
— com r Bent Image of himſelf upon him. 
1 eath, O Chriſtian, is the com- 

3 thy Conformity to Chriſt, there 
muſt then be a Conformity in thy Death, 
to the Death of thy Saviour, and as in 
other reſpects, ſo i in the Sweetneſs of his 
Death. 

Now we read of Chriſt, that he humbled 
him elf, and became obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 2. 8. 

And in a Reference to his Sufferings, 
and Death, he faith, I come to do thy Will, 
O God, 1 hy Law is written in my heart. 
And John 14. 13. having ſpoken before 
of his Death, he faith, the Prince of ibis 
World cometh (that is to have his laſt 

Conflict with me in Death) And be bath 
nothing in me. But that the World may 
know that I love the Father; and as the 
Father gave me Commandment. even Jo I 
do. Ariſe, let us go hence. 

Our Lord Jeſus died for this end, to 
| ſhow how far his Love to his Father could 
carry him. He died in a moſt ſweet Obe- 
dience to his Father. It was his Meat and 

Drink to do the Will of him that ſent him, 
and to finiſh his Work. As himſelf tells us, 
1 
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muſt be a Conformity in the Death of 


every Saint to the Death of Chriſt, in this 


Sweetneſs of it. Although it is not alike 
viſible in all. As Chriſt then ſaith, N 


Mam taketh away my Life, but I lay it down 
An ſelf, John 10. 18. fo I perſwade 
my ſelf, there is in ſome meaſure, ſome- 
thing anſwering to this in the Death of 
every: Saint. And that no Saint dies, be- 
fore he is made willing ; however. this 
does not always appear to us. 


Sure J am, ſo far as we are in the ſame 


Spirit with our Saviour, in that Spirit 


through which he offer'd up himſelf, 
our Death is not a Violence and Force 


upon us; but a Sacrifice of Obedience, 


a Free-will Offering of Love to the Lord 


Jeſus. An Act of ſweeteſt, fulleſt, Obe- 
dience, Submiſhon, Reſignation, and Love 
renn 

Stephen was full of this Senſe, As 7. 
when at his Death he breaths forth this 


Expreſſion, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit. 


As it he had ſaid, I am wholly thine. Take 
me all into thy ſelf. I reſign my Spirit it 


felf, by which I have a Senſe of all things, 


into thy hands. 3 


There is ſomething like to this, not on- 5 
ly in every Martyr, but in the Death of 


every Saint. 3 
nd 


Pg 4 K 


„ 1 
And if it be objected, where is this 
Conformity, this Sweerneſs in the Death 
of a Saint, when he dies ant,illingly, and 
full of Trouble? J have already anſwerd 
th ˙ 1 . 
However, Take another Reply to this 
ObjeQion, from our Saviour's own Lips, 
Matth. 26. 41. F ES | 
When his Diſciples ſlept, at a time one 
would have thought it had been impoſſi- 
ble for them not to be awake. Our Lord 
himſelf makes this Apology for them. 
The Spirit, faith he, zs willing; but the 
Fleſh is weak, The Spiritual Man in a 
Saint, with a moſt ſweet Willingneſs, 
offers up, and ſacrifices it ſelf in Death to 
Jeſus Chriſt : And that is acknowledged 
to the Perſon of a Saint, in the Eye of 
God. Whatever Reluctancies, Startings, 
and Rebellions there may be in his fleſhly 
part, through the Inchantments and De- 
luſions of the Devil. * 

Bur it may be ſaid, how is this Anſwer 
proper? That ſhould be willing which 
dies: And it is the Natural, not the Spi - 
ritual Man in a Saint which dies. 
I To this I anfwer. As it was in our 
Bleſſed Pattern Jeſus Chriſt, It was nei- 
ther the Divine Nature, nor the humane 
Nature conſidered alone: But it was the 

CG Perſon 
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| thing. 8 
But it is the an of the Man which 


<9) 


De of Chriſt ;. the Divine Nature, ac: - 
cording to that Life which it had in the 


humane Nature, that freely offer d up it 


ſelf. 
80 here. the: Sali dies not, wnnawlhþ it 


18 incorruptible and immortal. Such is 


the Simplicity and Indivifibility of its 


Nature, it cannot die. It being impoſh- 


ble for any ſimple, and incompounded 


Nature, to be ſubject to Death and Cor- 
ruption. 


Neither can the Body die, if you con- 
ſider ir alone : For that! is in it ſelf a dead 


dies ; that is, the Soul according to that 


Life which it hath in the Body. 
The Spiritual Man in a Saint lives for 


ever; can no more die, than Chriſt can 


die again. For Chriſt is his Life; and 
becauſe Chriſt lives, he alſo muſt live: 
Their Lives are fo intimately united and 


interwoven, that both can ceaſe as ſoon 


as one. 
Neither yet is it the Natnral Man a- 


lone which dies: But it is the Perſon of 
a Saint. That is, the Spiritual Man by a 


moſt ſweer Relig ignation, offers up in a. 


Sacrifce of Love and Obedience to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 
r the 


that Eile which it hath in 


— — 
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| the Fleſh, in the Body, in the Natural 


Man. 
Thus, whatever ReluQancies 4 Saint 


may ſometimes find in himſelf to Death 


and what Clouds and Storms ſoever may 
gather about him at the Hour of Death. 


Yer there is in his Death a Bleſſed Con: 
formity to the Death of Chriſt. 


1 —5 even herein is he conformable t 
his Saviour : For we know the 9 i | 
Fleſh, and Humanity of Chriſt, was in 

Agonies upon the Approach of the Croſs, 


ß Matth. 26. 37. He pray'd ſeveral tes 


if it was poſſible, that Cup might paſs 


from him; but yet he concludes, not my 


Will, hug thine be done. And 10. what⸗ 
ever the Weakneſſes of our Fleſh are: 
Yet there is in eyery Spiritual Man, a 


willing Mind. 


It Reader thou art a Chriſtian, then 
Chriſt lives in thee. If Chriſt lives in 
thee, thou art then in a Bleſſed Fellow- 


thip with thy Saviour iu his Sufferings: 


Thou art under the Power of his Crols ; 
And conſequently thou art crucified to this 


World, and this World is crucified to thee: 
Thou art continually dying out of thy 
felt, and every thing elſe, into thy uu 
ours Bofom: Thus Death! is natural, and 


neeeflary to thee, as it is the Genuine Ex 
G 1ͤĩ⁊ͤ pray 


5 Rr 
preſſion of thy Saviour's Life in thee; of 
the Power of his Death upon thee 3 
and the compleating of thy Conformity 


3. My Third Principle (if there was 
room for it in this Diſcourſe, which is 
already ſwell'd beyond its due Bounds ) 
eee q 
The Divine Spirit is the conſtituting, 
ſpecificating, diſtinguiſhing Form, and 
Principle of a Saint, and Saintſhip. Art 
thou indeed a Saint? Then thou art in 
the Spirit of Glory, and of God, as in thy 
Root and Element. Then is this Spirit of 
Grace and Glory in thee, as thy Natural 
Principle; as the Power of Nature, accor- 
ding to the New and Divine Nature, 
which acteth thee. CONF 5 

A Saint is born of this Spirit. By be- 
ing ſo, our Saviour tells us, 'Fohn 3. that 
he is Spirit of this Spirit. He hath not 
only by a common Grace, ſome Impreſſi- 
ons of this Spirit upon his Old Nature; 
upon his Natural Underſtanding, Will, 
and Affections, like the Heat of Fire upon 

a Wall, or upon our Hands, which quick- - 
ly vaniſhes: Bur he is true Fire of Fire; 
a Spark of the Celeſtial Fire; a Son of the 
true Flame, as the Expreſſion is, Fob 5 4 


e 
And ſo his moſt Natural Motion, is to 


flie up ward. 


To be born of the Spirit, is to be born 


from above; from above all the Principles, 
Powers and Operations of Nature,” He is 


then anaſcending Spirit, of and to his Eter- 


nal Mother. 


This Spirit is in the Scriptures, com- 


pared to Fire. All Fleſh is to this Spirit 
as Fuel to the Fire; and as drie Stubble 


to the Flame. The Deſcent of this Spirit 


is to our Fleſhly Life, as the ſhining out, 


and kindling of the Fire upon Wood. 


The Fire goes on increafing its own Force 


and Flame, by the Quantity of Wood on 
which it faſtens and feeds; and gives 


not over burning, till it hath conſumed 


all the dark and dead matter, and con- 


verted it into one ſpreading, glorious and 
aſcend ing Flame with it ſelf. 
The Kingdom of Heaven in Late 13. 20. 
is laid to be like unto Leaven, which 5 


Woman took and hid in three meaſures of 
meal, till the whole: was leavened, The 


Seat of this Kingdom is the Spirit. Ir 
conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in 
tbe Holy Ghoſt. It is this Spirit then which 


1s this Leaven, hid in our three Meaſures 


of Meal: Which by degrees, overſpreads 
and ſubdues the whole Lump ; makes our 
TY» a 3 entire 
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entite Perſons, our Spirits, Souls, and Bo- 


dies one Piece, one e Form with 
1 


Our e in John 14. 3. at his Depar- 


ture from his Diſciples, promiſes to come 
again, and receive them unto himſelf, 


that where he is, they may be alſo. He 


harh ever ſince his Aſcenſion been deſcend- 


ing jn his Spirit, into the Souls of his 


Saints, revealing himſelf and the Father 


_ forming himſelf in them; conform- 
ing them to himſelf, purging them by 


degrees from all Pollutious of eſh, and 


Spirit; carrying on the Fellowſhip of his 
| Sufterings, Death and ReſurreQion in 
them; until he hath made them Spirit of 


his Spirit, one Spirit with himſelf, and 


the Father; firft lin Soul, finally at the 


laſt Day in Body : „ when ſhall be brou ght 


forth So Adoption of the Body of the 


Natural Man mentioned, rod V. 23. 


Then ſhall we be brought up to be for 


ever where he is, by being in the fame a 
Image, Form and Glory. 


This little I have faid of this Pivine 


Principle makes it evident, that Death 
muſt be moſt natural to all thoſe thar are 


led, aQed, and informed by it. 
My next and Laſt LT es tively be 


ti. 3 Ay 


AM. th & a6. 
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N 
All Spiritual Life, both in Chriſt the 


Head of it, and in the Saints as his Mem- 


bers, is a Life from the dead, a Life out © 
of Death; a Liſe through Death; a Life 


that kills every other Life; and i is it {elf 


all along fed, and finally „ere b 
Death. I mint ſhow here, 0 


That Teſus Chriſt is the Head of all 
Spiritual Life, not as the firſt-born of eve. 
ry Creature; but as he is the firlt. born 
trom the dead. 1 31h. 

2. That it is through Death, we come 


to partake of this Lite, 2. Gal. latter end. 
The Apoſtle firſt ſaith, Iam crucified with 


Chriſt, and then follows, IA yet not 
J, 35 Chriſt liveth in me. 

. That this Spiritual Life, as it riſeth 
up _ of Death, fo it brings Death along 
with jt to every other Life. It is the Na- 


ture and Kindneſs of this Life, to go on : 


killing, till nothing of Death, nothing 

that can die is left, bur Mortality! it ſelf is 

ſwallowed, 18 drunk up into this Life. 
4. That as this Spiritual Life riſeth 


up out of, and through Death; ſo it is 


all along fed, nouriſhed, maintain'd, in- 


Creas d, 178 multiplied, and finally 


perfected eath; PN in the Perſon 


o& Chriſt, * Original; and Pattern of this 
G 4 Life; 


che living Images of that Ori 


| W 
Life; and in the Perſons of the Saints, 
riginal, and 
the lovely Copies of that Pattern. 
It is indeed the Increaſe, the Inlarge- 
ment ot this Spiritual Life in us, that all 
along kills us; and brings on upon us 3 
pace our laſt and final Death. The Holy 
Soul comes at length to be ſo increas'd 
and multiplied in the Divine Life, that it 
wants room here below, and muſt remove. 
It muſt either part with that Life 
from Heaven, or this it enjoys here on 
Earth. It can no longer be ſhut up and 
confin'd. It muſt be gone hence. It dies, 
that is, it is ſo rie, it muſt be gathered. 
It dies, that is, it is become ſo Spiritual, 
this World can no longer bear it; nor it 
endure this World. It grows too big for 
this World; and by degrees becomes ſo 
Spiritual, it diſappears to it; as things 
85 5 are at laſt heightned out of 
This is a true, and ſweet account of a 
Saint's Death, from the firſt Step, to the 
laſt finiſhing Stroak of it. As he lives in 
God, ſo he dies to this World; as he dies 
to this World, ſo he goes on to live in 


God; till at laſt, by the Increaſe of his 


Spiritual Life, his Soul is winged, and all 
on a light Fire. Is become like the Fire 
EY . heightned 


* 


re e 
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heightned into 2 Flame, which can nao 
longer be ſhut up and confined by that 


—_ and 'dark Marter wane did before 
tiſon it. 
t theſe are Heads too fmitful, to be 
bes in, toward the Cloſe of 2 Dit- 
courſe. I muſt therefore remain indebred 
to the Church of God, for Inlargement 


5 upon them, till ſome other Opportunity 


God ſhall give me, to throw them. as my 


Mite into her Treaſury. 


Having thus far poiſhed: my General 


Account of the Naturalneſs and Neceſſity 
of Death to à Saint, as ſuch. I fhould 


now come to à more particular Explana- 
tion of it. And here I might ſhow you, 


if we take the new Creature in Pieces, if 
we diſſect and Anatomize him from Head 


to Foot; if we lay open, and view all his 
Eſſential Principles, and Parts; we ſhall 


from the whole, and from every Vital 
Part of him, be confirm'd in the Natu- 


ralneſs and Neceſſity of Death to him. 
If we reckon up his Spirit of Prayer, his 
Faith, his Hope, his Love, his Holy De. 


ſires after God; and his Heavenly De- 


lights in him, with every other Grace that 
belongs to him, we ſhall find Death is the 
natural and neceſſary Reſult of every 


him 


(90) 


him up. And that a Saint muſt needs be 


the moſt vain and unhappy, the moſt un- 
eaſie and deluded Creature, the only 


Mockery of all the World, if he [ſhould 


be denied to die. 


But the Thoughts ry deliver here, 
ras alſo expect another , Seaſon for their 
irch. 


It is more than time this Diſcourſe 
ſhould ſhut up. I will therefore cloſe it 
with ſome very brief Applications. | 


+26 From what hath. pen Mid of the 


 -Naturalneſs and Neceſſity of Death to the 
New, Divine Nature, and Spiritual Life 


of a Saint; let us learn how little the 
Chriſtians of this Age are advanced in the 
Divine Life, while we are ſo unwilling 
to leave this World and die; while we 
do ſo much make this Bodily Life, and 
viſible State of things our Reſt. As if 
we were Men of time ; and had our Por- 


tion in this Life, and were contented 


this lower World ſhould bound, ſhut up, 


and terminate all our Hopes and Expe. 
Qations. 


What ſhort Progreſſes have we made 
in the Divine Life, while we are ſo un- 
willing to take our Leaves of this W orld 


of Shadows and Dream here below, and 
£0 | 


Cot) 

to awaken into that Original, Subſtan- 
rial, and Life World above? As if we 
would take up our Relt, and ſeek our 
Eternity here. 

Some of the more refined Heathens have 
been ſo weary of this Fleſhly Body; fo 
_ Kenſible of the Inconveniencies of it; have 
found it fo unequal and unſuitable a Com. 

panion and Inſtrument to their Souls; and 
groan'd fo under the Diſturbances: and 
Annoyances it gave their Minds: That 
they thought they could never get far 
enough out of it and above it. And there- 
fere they did in their Notions flie ſo high, 
ds to think the moſt perfect State of the 
Soul was to be ſtript of -a// Body. This 
was indeed an innocent miſtake they fell 

into from their Ignorance of that Spiri 
tual Body, we Chriſtians expect in the 
Reſurrection. But certainly, they well 
concluded, we could never be our true, 
perfect, And happy ſelves, in this vile 


Fleſhl 
0 Whg d Shame is it, that we Chriſti- 
ans * — be ſo ſunk down into the Bo- 
dy, and bodily things; that the Love of 
this Body, and Bodily things ſhould fo 
bewitch us, fo corrupt the Savour and Re- 
liſh of Divine things, of things to come, 
an our Souls; as to think our —_ un- 
one. 


es e 

done, when we are ſeparated from 
r Felt . 
It is ſaid of Plotinus, That he bluſh'd, 

and was aſhamed to be found in this Bo- 
dy. And Antoninus, to the Reproach of 
all Chriſtians, triumphs over Death, and 
tells us, It is only the Deliverance of the 
Soul from the Impreſſions of Senſe; the 
Tyrannies of the Paſſions; the Errours of 
the Mind ; and the Servitude and Drudge- 
ties of the Body. The Scripture tells us, 
The Saints groan earneſtly to be unbur- 
dened of this Earthly Tabernacle, this 
Fleſhly Body. But alas, how dear is 
this Fleſh ſtill, to the moſt Spiritual Per- 


lions among us? How unwilling are we 


to part with this Fleſh, which is the 
Root, the Seat, the Food, the Fuel of 
Sin, Sufferings, and Death: And a Cloud, 
a Vail upon all the Objects of our Spiri- 
tual Life, that they cannot appear to us, 
and be enjoy d by us in their own Na- 
tive, naked Beauties, Sweetneſſes, Joys, 
and Glories ? W r= 
It was as hard a thing to prevail with 
the Primitive Chriſtians to live, as it is 
to perſwade us modern ones to die. They 
as Conquerors and Triumphant in the 
midſt of Flames, haſtned with Pleaſure 
from all the Joys of this Life, and wrought 


Wes: 


all the Torments of the cruelleſt Deaths 
to that World above. But we inſtead of 
having our Souls thus wing'd and fird, 
are like Lot when God commanded him 
to make haſt to the Mountain. We lay 
with him, Let us not go thither ſome 
Evil will "befal us. Is not Zoar a little 
City, let us eſcape thither, and our 8 ouls 
ſhall lroe. - 
Thus we pray againſt our own "Nip 
neſs, and upon every Alarm of Death, 
cirie out, O ſpare this Bodily Life yet a 
mile, and a little longer, and our Souls 
fhall live, and be comforted. Do not 
theſe things witneſs againſt us, that we 


are but little advanced in the Divine 
Lite ? 


2. Let us learn, in this refine How to 
approve our ſelves Partakers of a Divine 
Nature, by having our Souls ſecundum 
HH poſit tionem mentis, | looked from this 

r1d, and ſtill mounting upward. 

While Worldly Men are endeavouring 
to zncarnate their Souls, let us be Spiri- 
tualizing our Bodies, which muſt once be 
Spiritual. 

 * Philoſophy is defined, to be 4 Medita: 
tion of Death. A Philoſopher i is ſtill dy- 
ing, becauſe he doth abſtract his Mind 


from 


I ˙ I/ 
$ 
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am his Body; and when the Soul acts 
as an Lntellef, it doth not act as the Life. 
Sure 1 am, this is moſt true in Diuinity. 
He that employs his Mind in Acts of 
Acquaintance, and Converſe with God; 


_ while he is thus buſie to God, he is ab- 
ſent from the Body, and inſenlibly dying 


to this World. His Life is now a daily 
Aſcent ; his Mind is {till above, runs be- 
fore his Body, into that World which is 
yet to come, and anticipates the future 
Bleſſedneſs. 

While the Souls of Worldly Men are 
tardy and ſluggiſh, and move {lower than 


their Bodies, into another World. Let 


our Souls get the ſtart of our Bodies, and 


be ft in that World. The Souls of 


wicked Men are ſeparated from their Bo- 


dies, before they are aware; before they 


are willing; they go into Eternity by 


Conſtraint, becauſe they have no other 


place to go to, and are deſerted by the 
Body, which being ſubject to Corruption 


fails them, and drops down. They do | 


not | properly ſpeaking, go into another 
World, but they are thruſt out of 2zhzs, 


and as the Scripture ſaith, they are driven 


into that. But let our Bodies be tardieſt, 
and tarry longeſt here; while our Souls, 5 


by Nennen themſelves from the Bol 
and 


„ 
and this World, and maintaining a Com- 
munion with God, do out-run this Body, 

and get into Heaven before hand. 

Wicked Men, when they ſeem leaſt of 

all to fear Death, yea, to ruſh upon it, 

it they will ſpeak Truth; muſt confeſs, 

if it was in their Power, they would not, 
rhat there ſhould be any other Life. ir 

is not any Kindneſs to the next World, 
but an Indignation againſt this, which 
carries them away. But the Saints in the 
midſt of their Fears of Death, in the Con- 
ſtitution of their Minds, and the Diſpo- 
ſition of their Souls, are ſtill in a faithful 

Tendency to another World, of which 

they have a moſt pleaſed Aſfurance, and 

however they may be frighted at the way 
to it, yet they long to be in it. There 

Souls go before their Bodies into it, and 

ſometimes in ſuch a manner, that their 

Zeal to be there, is acceſſary to the ſoon- 

er failing of the Body; as the Lutiniſt 

(as one ſpeaks) ſtretches his Strings ſo high, | 

that they crack. 

Saint Paul in Epbeſ. 6. 15. gives us 

this Counſel, to gert our Feet [bod with the 

Preparations of the. Goſpel of Peace. The 

Apoſtle ſeems to me in this Scripture, to 

allude to the Children of 1/-ae/'s eating 

the Paſſover, when they came out of E. 


f 


gypt : And alſo to what he tells us, 1 Cor. 
2. 9. That God bath prepared ſuch things 


for his Lovers, as Eye hath not ſeen, nor 


Ear heard, nenber haue enired into the 
heart of Man to conceive. 
The I/ſrae/rres, you know, were to eat 
the Paſſover with their Shooes on, ftand- 
ing upon their Feet, with ſowr Herbs, 
and with a Staff in their hands, as ready 
to travel immediately. This ſhould be, 
and if we are Partakers of a Divine Na- 
ture, this will be the continual Poſture of 


our Souls in this World. Our Lite in 


this Body, in this World, will be as our 
Egypt, a Land of Darkneſs, Bondage, 
fore Labour and Travel. Our Jeſus will 
be a continual Paſſover to us. The glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel, thoſe Bleſſed Diſ- 
coveries God hath made to us of a World 
to come, that Feaſt of Pleaſures, thoſe 
Glories which are laid up for us in the 
Eternal Spirit of our Jeſus, will be as 
' Shoves upon our Feet, and as a Staff in 
our hands. In this Poſture, thus ſhod 
with the Preparations of the Goſpel of 
Peace, we ſhall feed upon all Bodily 
things, as upon ſowr Herbs, and be ready 
© continually ro take our Journey out of 
this Viſible into the Invifible World; 
where are things prepared for us, which 


He 


Eye hath not * not. Ear aw Hei. 
haue entred into the Heart _ Man 0 
concciuvfe. , 
A Chriſtian ſhould fill be: * chat 
| frams of Spirit, that as an Excellent Di. 
vine expreſſeth it 5 He n need only 
leave to die. . : 


If the Saints when they die, Cs 
ly * in Jeſus, let us learn from hence, 
the exceeding extenſive Power of Chriſt, 
in his Death and Reſurrection. For he 
hath therein overcome, and ttiumphed 
over Death, not only as it had admini- 
{tred againſt his own Perſon. But he hath 
thereby overcome Death in its whole Ex- 

tenſion, Power, and Kingdom. He hath 
aboliſhed Death. made it of non Effect, 
brought it to nought. and turned that which 
was a Curſe into a Bleſſing. It is no _ 
er Death, but a ſweet Sleep. 


4. U the Saints ſleep in C briſt when 
they die; let us then make it the great- 
eſt Concern of our Life to ſecure an In - 
tereſt in Chriſt, while we live; that we 
may be found in him at our Death. That 
ſo our Death may he an indifturbed Sleep 
and Reſt in him. Let us now endeavour 
to be made Partakers of him. Let us now 
Ces =  2Þ 
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Nature. 


Torments cauſe us ever to deſert or for- 
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tum, and open the Hunger, and Hope of 


our Souls to him, that we may from him 
through the great and precious Promiſes 


be now made Partakers of the Divine 


Our firſt Departure from God was by 
ſeeking, purſuing, and entring into our 
ſelves. That we might be our own; at 


our own Power and diſpoſe. That our 
on Eyes might be opened; that we might 


ſee for our felves; and ſo chuſe Good, 

or Evil, according to our own Will. That 
we might be as Gods, and ſo become a 

Rule to our ſelves in this ſelf awakned 
Wiſdom; and ſo work all things accor- 

ding to the Counſel of our own Will, as 
Gcd doth. Thus we went forth from 
God, by entring into, and ſeeking our 
ſelves. Let us return back again into him, 
by denying, forſaking, and getting out of 
our ſelves into Chriſt. For there is no 
Poſſibility of returning to God, but through 
Jeſus Chriſt. And there is no obtaining 

an Intereſt in him, but by parting with 
our ſelves. Chriſt and Self are the Two 


Terms of Converſwn. 


Let us then get our ſelves into him, 
and being found in him, let no Enrice: - 
ment, or Temptation; no Terrours or 


lake - 


5 
. 
N 
1 


n 


: Ale him. Having once obtaird an In- 


tereſt in him, let us live, walk, and abide 
in him even to the Death; that we may 
alſo die in him. To live and to die with 
Chriſt, in Chriſt; is to live, and die in 
all the Joys and Glories of Heaven, and 


of Eternity. Chriſt in our Hearts is Pata- 
diſe there, ever flouriſhing even in the 


Grave. 
But if we die out of Chriſt, our Death 
will be ſo far from being a ſweet Sleep in 


the Boſom of Chriſt, it will be a moſt 


dreadful awakning in the Embraces of 
Devils. So our Lord tells us, in the Pa- 


table of Dives and Lazarus. That Diver 
when he died, Ji% up his Eyes in Hell. 


He doth not make any mention of his Con- 
veyance to Hell, bur intimates to us, he 
was in Hell before; and Death opened his 


Eyes to ſee it. 


Sinners are in Hell while they lives but 4 


the Charms, the Inchantments of a falſly 


ſeeming Life will not ſuffer them to have 
any Senſe of it, that as a Bird with 
Wings, they might flie from it. But at 


Death the Charms are broken, the In- 


chantments are diſſol ved, the falſly ſeem- 


ing Life is fled away. all its Ne 


Dreams are vaniſhed. Now they find and 
feel themſel ves in Hell. Now by a bleed- 


WS ing 
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ing Experience they find, and feel Sin to 
be a Knot of Serpents," Furies, and Devils 
twining about their Perſons; fixing in 
every part their venemous and burnin 
1 filling all with the Fire o 
Hell: ret RES 
So great is the Miſtake which Sinners 
conſtantly make. Sin is their Delight ; 
Death is their Terrour. Whereas in 
Truth, there is no Death but in Sin. 
Death in Sin, in the Guilt, and Power of 
Sin is at its height. Death without Sin, 
is the Ceſſation of Death for ever; the 
Ceſſation of a Death like Life, and a liv- 
ing Death; of all things capable of dying; 
of Death in the poiſonous Root, and bit - 
ter Fruit. Death without Sin, is the 
Saint's Marriage Night to Eternal Life, 
and Love: And his lying down to ſleep 
— ever in the Boſom of that Life and 
Love. 


5. If the Saints ſleep in Jeſus when they 


die, let us not then be afraid of our own 


Death. It is only Evil that is the proper 
Object of Fear. We are afraid of nothing, 
but as we apprehend the thing feared to 


ſome way or other Evil to us. Where 


there is no real Evil, there is no juſt 
ground for Fear. | Jeſus Chriſt by his 
. nll 1 Death 


„% CREE 4 
Death and Reſurrection hath taken all 
Evil out of the Death of his Saints. 
. David makes his Boaſt, P/a/. 23. that 
God being his Shepherd, he ſhould not 
want any thing for the preſent. And not 
only ſo, but he expreſſes his Confidence 
in God for the future. He will make me 
lie down in green Paſtures , he will lead 
nine beſide Waters of Quietneſs, ver. 2. for 
1o both Pagnine and Montanus render 
thoſe two Words, by Verbs of the Future 
Tenſe: As intimating his Aſſurance con- 
cerning what this bis Shepherd would 
hereatter do for him (according to what 


is witneſſed of him, Rev. 7. 17.) And 


therefore he would commit himfelf to, 
and lean upon the Rod and Staff of this 
his Shepherd, though his Paſſage to theſe 
green Paſtures and Waters of Quietneſs, 
ſhould lead through the Valley of the Sha - 
dow of Death, Ver. 4. . 
- Jefus. Chriſt' hath not only taken all 
Evil out of the Death of a Saint, but he 
hath brought all good into it. Ler us then 
conclude we do not ſee, and reliſb Death 
in a true Light and Lie; when it is not 
as welcome to us as Reſt after Labour, 
and Wearineſs. When the Thoughts of 
Death are not moſt pleaſant to us, becauſe 
it unvails God, and God - like Spirits each ro 
5 Hg other; 
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ober. Let us no longer be ſuch Chit: | 


dren in Underſtanding, to cry when our 
Father is n us home, and getting 


us to Bed. 


7 Let us learn from chin Truth, to 


bear the Death of our deareſt Friends, and 
_ neareſt Chriſtian Relations, with Sobriety 


of Mind, Moderation, a Chriſtian and 
meek Subjection to the Will of the Lord. 


All immoderate, turbulent, and eating 


Anguiſh or Sorrow upon this account, is 


unſuitable to this Doctrine of the Saints 
ſleeping in Chriſt. And is not, in this re- 


1 a Converſation that becometh the 


| Galpe 
Wien we have, in a comely and de · 


cent manner, attended our Chriſtian friends 
and Relations to the Grave: There is yet 


this one thing more to be done to furniſh 
out the Funeral; namely, that we our 


ſelves die with them. That is, that we 


die to, and ceaſe from our own Wills, 
| Defires, and inordinate fleſhly Affections: 
And through the Power of the Death of 


Chriſt working in us; meckly reſign our 


ſelves into the Will of the Lord, who 


hath been pleaſed thus to diſpoſe both of 


them and us. They were the Lord's more 
tha they were Outs. Tv Lord gave heat 


| 0 


£0 us; and now ws Lord takes them from 
us. And it is but righteous, and equal 
that he ſhould be left free, to go whas 
he will with his own. | | 
We would count it very hard, that our 
Friends ſhould not be allow'd a Chriſtian 
| Burial. Sure I am this is one great In- 
gredient in the true Chriſtian Burial, to 
deliver them up, as Chriſt alſo delivered 
himſelf up to Death, Saying, Not my 
Will, but thine be done. And, Father, in- 
= thy hands 1 commit my Spirit. With 
ſuch a Frame of Spirit in ſome meaſure, 
we ſhould deliver up as our ſelves, ſo our 
Chriſtian Friends in Death. 
may add too, chat as this is the moſt 
Chriſtian wa of burying them, ſo it is in 
a Chriſtian Senſe the moſt Friendly : For 
thus doing, we do in the Spirit of our 
Minds accompany our deceaſed Friends 
| 25 that World into which they are gone 
before us. 
Our Apoſtle in my Text, placeth much 
of the Chriſtian parting with our Friends 
at Death in this. That we ſorrow not as 
others which bave xo hape. 1 have told 
you in the beginning of this Diſcourſe, 
That Word (others) implied the Gentiles. 
He would not have them Interr their Chri- 
ſtian Brethren with exceſſive Sorrow, as 
H4 the 
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| the Gentiles that had no hope. That 


Would not be the Right Chriſtian Burial, 
but the Mode of the —— iles. According 
to what God faith to his People, Deut. 14. 
Te are Children of the Lord your God: 
Te ſhall not cut your ſelves, Po make any 
| Baldneſs between your Eyes for the dead: 
For thou art an "Foly People unto the Lord 
thy God, And the Lord hath choſen thee, 
0 "by a peculiar People unto himſelf ; they 
were therefore to ſuffer nothing here be- 
low to make any undue and unbecoming 
ige upon them. 
ur Apoſtle in my Text, would not 
have Chriſtians ignorant of theſe Two 
things, Thar the Saints when they die, 
Neep in Feſus. And that God will bring 
them again with him. 
Let us then ſay of our deceaſed Brother, 
and of all the Saints departed this Life, as 
our Saviour ſaid of Lazarus; and of the 
Maid. Why trouble you your ſelves ? they 


are not dead, but flee P. And if as fleep, 


they hall do well, 
Our Brother is gone to reſt before us, 


and is above all our -Wiſhes of a Good 


Night. Let us comfort wa ſelves, and 


one another, as the Apoſtle directs us, in 
à ſure and certain Hope of a joyful Meet- 


ing with him, and all the departed Saints 
in 


is) 


in the great Nernng when all that ſleep 


in Jeſus ſhall awaken, and be brought to- 


gether by and in him. 


But I muſt not yet part with our Ex- 
cellent deceaſed Friend. I ſuppoſe you 


expect I ſhould ſay ſomething of him. 


And if you had no ſuch Expectation, yet 
the very pleaſing and indelible Idea, and 
Impreſſion he hath left of himſelf in my 
own Soul, would not ſufter me to forget 


this my laſt publick Juſtice and Kindneſs 
to his precious Memory. 


hut I confider at the ſame time, that a 
Service of this Nature, is 2 Practice that 


is commonly attended with great Tempta - 
tions, both as to the Speaker, and the 
Hearers. While Affections and Reſpect 
of Perſons do ſo often occaſion the former 

to be over-laviſh in his Expreſſions; and 
the latter over. large in their Expectations. 
I confeſs, in the preſent caſe before me, I 
am not only ſenſible, but afraid of this 
Temptation. 


And yet J am ſo far from thinking it 


unlawful in theſe Solemnities to 84 
memorate the juſt Praiſes of the dead. 
That in many caſes and reſpeQs, I look 
upon it to be not only 4 Sun Liber. 
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For firſt, It tends greatly to the Honour 

of God; and reflects a Beauty, a Olory 
upon our Religion to review the Lives of 

thoſe excellent Perſons, who. have emi- 
nently repreſented him in his Church, 
and in the World. God is no- where Iitile; 
no where to be eg/eded. But he is more 
eſpecially to be obſeryed and regarded in 
the Exemplary Lives of good Men. He 
there ſpeaks particularly, and remarkably 
to us; cometh down into our. own human 
Shape; and converſeth familiarly with us, 
as a Man converſes with his Friend and 

Companion. VVV 
Me every where elſe, may ſee Veſtigia 
Dez, the Marks and Prints of God's Feet. 

But in his Saints we behold his Iaginem. 
The Beauties of his Face and Perſon. To 


lake notice then of thoſe Excellencies and 


Perfections worthy of Praiſe and Imita: 
tion, which have ſhined in the Lives of 
the Saints departed z and which were 
not their own, but ſo many Beams and 
Streams flowing from the Original and 
Univerſal Goodneſs and Perfection; this 
is but to do Right to God. And is in 
. this very reſpect, a thankful Anticipation 
of that Great Day; wherein, he toill be 
' glorified in his Saints; and admired in ail 
bhbem that believe, 2 Theſſ. 1. 10. 

. 


Again, No give the Departed Saints 
their juſt Character and Praiſe; ſeems to 
me to be no more than the Payment of a 
Debt due from us to thoſe excellent ones, 
who being dead, yet ſpeak to us in their 
paſt Examples, which are ſtill Iiving Ser. 
mons. Their Memory, in the Scriptures, 
is ſaid to be precious. And of them it is 
alſo written there, That they ſhall be had 
tin everlaſting Remembrance. Certainly, 
then they ſhould not be forgotten by us. 
Yet again, A Commemoration of the 
Lives and Examples of Perſons that have 
been holy and ſerviceable in rheir Gene- 
rations, is of great Uſe to the living. For 
Exemplary Perſons are Rules turn d into 
Prathes: ͤ 7; 4 ES 
Upon this account they have ſingular 
Advantage: They ſpeak Incouragement; 
give Directions; remove Impediments ; 
anſwer Objections; and ſhow a Poſhbi- 
 lity. Thus they are at once inſtructing 
and quickning to endeavour after thoſe 
excellent Degrees of Grace and Goodnels, 
which by ſuch Examples, we ſee are at- 
tainable through the Aſſiſtance of the Di- 
vine Spirit. N 


Perſons of Holy Lives are /iving Ea. 
tions of the Holy Scriptures. The Law 
dere ene n 


more difficulr, The Exa 


2 9540 in chelt Lives. In their good Ex- 


amples the Rule is incarnated, is embo- 

died, and openly proved before our E yes, 
Holineſs thus in Practice is aicloath's. of 
all irs Difficulties. In an Example (as 
3085 spe aks) Nuaſi minoratur regula. As 


un in 4 Cloud, we can the better 
weck upon it. By an Example we are 


- enlightned, not dazzled; inſtructed not 


contounded : Quickned and guided from 
Step to Step, not diſcouraged and per- 
plexed. 
The Rule is more ee and fo 
eſs and Perfe- 

ion ot the Rule might diſhearten us. 


But when we ſee it in the Life of a good 
Man, it is made eaſie, familiar and de- 
lightful W 


If Vertue (faith a great Philoſopher ) 
could put on a Body, and be ſeen with 


Corporeal Eyes, all Pert would fall 
in Love with her. Sure 1 am, if we had 
any among us that did exactly live a Go- 
ſpel Life; they would be the moſt uſeful, 


the moſt lovely, the moſt charming Per- 
ſons in the Wel World. In ſuch Per. 


is Religion would be (as it were) incor- 
porated; and come down into our ow 


ikeneſs ; in the moſt pleaſant manner, to 


change us into its on. It is very well 


remark'q 


b F- 0 oy CD 
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rematkd by an Excellent Preacher among 


us in one of his Funeral Sermons. _ That 


Holy Examples are apt to afteQ the Mind 


more deeply, than Holy Laws lone; is 
evident by the Malice of the Devil, and 

his Inſtruments againſt the Holy Scriptures 
exempliſied in the God!y; more than a. 


gainſt the Scriptures themſelves. They 
can better bear the Preceprs of a perfect 
Rule, than the imperfe& Practice of them 


1 


in an Holy Life. They (faith he) have 


burnt Martyrs, that could endure Goal 


Books, "TY | | ra 
And laſtly, At Funeral Solemnities vre 
have the moſt ſeaſonable Opportunity to 


propound the good Examples of our de- 


ceaſed Chriſtian Friends : And to impreſs 
the Imitation of them. For the wiſe Man 


tells us, Eccleſ. 7. It is better to goto the 


Houſe of Mourning. than to the Houſe of 
Feaſting ; for that is the End of all Men, 


and the living will lay it to his heart. And 


he goes on, Sorrow is better than Laugh- 


ter, for by the Sadneſs of the Countenance 
the Heart is made better. And the Heart 


of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of Mourning. 


I conclude from all this, the Comme- 


moration of the juſt Praitzs of the De- 
ceaſed, is in many caſes, a Duty we olive 

to God; a due Debt we pay to the dead; 
WR 5 „ and 


| Te 110 0 
and af great uſe to the living: And ho- 
much ſoever it hath been abuſed, yet we 
lafely commend the Saints departed, when 
we are by the Streams ſtill led up to the 
Fountain; and while we praiſe their par- 
_ ticular Excellencies, we alcribe all the 
Glory to the 'Univerſal Perfection. 
I ſhall accordingly 1 _ guide and 
guard my ſelf in what I would ſay 
of our Excellent Brother; and J ſhall — 
. More eaſily do ſo, becauſe he is ſo pre- 
Tent with me, while I am ſpeaking of 
him, that I cannot forget, much leſs of- 
fend that Modeſty, Humility. and Meek 
- neſs of Spirit, which did adorn him in 
our Eyes, and which is in the Sight of 
God of great Price. 
I ſhall briefly confider him only in a 
Three-fold Capacity. A Spiritual, a Ci. 
Dil, and a Private and Friendly one. 
i ſhall ſay no more of him in his Spi- 
ritual Capachy, but what you know al. 


read 
Its we a him as a Miniſter and 
Member of Chriſt ; he was a Learned, 
Evingelical ar1:d Judicious, a. Serious and 
- Sincere Preacher of the Goſpel, and liv d 
in iche Practice of what he Preached. -- 
ede ſtudied firſt ro approve himſelf to 
God, and by 10 doing, ecame very ac. 
ceg table to his Saints. He 


— 


„(JN 


th was 2 br tau that needed not to 


| be aſhamed, becauſe be rightly divided the 


Word of Truth; and ſo preſerved the Con- 
fiſtency of one Truth with another, and 


of each Truth with every one. Not break- 


ing the excellent Harmony of all Truth ; 
as ſome unskiltul Perſons do, who in their 


Zeal for one Truth, do often ler go, and 
lofe another: And build up one Truth | 


upon the Ruine of another. 
In all his publick Pete he ail 125 


cover'd a ſound and ſolid Judgment, at- 


tended with a lively and pleaſant Fancy, 


which made all his Diſcourſes not only 


rofitable, but delightful to the judicious 
ar ; As lighrſome Colours well placed 


upon a ſolemn Ground, are moſt pleaſu- 


table to the Eye. Bur he ſtill avoided 
thoſe Wantonneſles of Wit, and thoſe en- 


- ticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, . 
0 


tend not to rhe expreſſing, but hiding 
Spiritual things. 


For the Matter of his Diſcourſes, it 
was ftill weighty; and the true Shibbo- 
leth of the Goſpel; but yet without quar- 


relling, others that did not as ſome ſaid, 
pronounce it 10 plainly. He thought it 


bur a 1eaſonable thing, that every one 


ſhould preach the Goſpel according to his 


— not aur, 5 Underſtanding of it; 
and | 
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and while all of us are ſo ſhort of it, that 
we ought with all Lowlineſs and Meek: 
neſs, with Long-ſuffering, to forbear one 
another in Love. 85 2 


For the Manner and Form of his Dil. 
courſes, his Stile was apt, pertinent, ea- 
ſie, chaſt, clear and full, ſuch as left his 

Hearers in no doubt what he meant; ſuch 
as was a great Happigeſs to himſelf and to 


them. 1 „ 
His Learning was conſiderable, and the 
more ſo, becauſe it was z ſeful. He affe - 


Ceed no Oſtentation; but diſcover'd in all 
his Undertakings à good Digeſtion of 
much former Reading and Study in an 
Excellent Habit, Strength and Activity of 
mind. Taking ſtill great care to ſhoẽ-w 
not himſelf, but ſomething of Chriſt to his 


Hearers. 
But I will add no more concerning his 


| Learning, becauſe it was not only a Per- 
ſonal, but hereditary Accompliſhment : 


For I think ic did belong to his Family 
ooo | 

His Farher was a Learned, Eminent, 
and Heavenly Preacher of the Goſpel in 


5 this City of London. And though | was - 
then no Judge of his Learning; nor do 


now pretend to be one. Yet I bleſs God, 
J have taſted the Sweetneſs of 2 1 
= + ltry ; 
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{try : And do ſtill reckon it among the 
many Favours of God to me, that I was 


acquainted with the Preaching of thoſe 


Days. 


1 of his Sons he defign'd fog the 


Miniſtry : And God was pleaſed to ſuc. 
ceed the Deſig n. 
I had a able and profitable Ac- 
uaintance and Friendſhip with the Eldeſt, 
r. Thomas Fuller, for many Years. In 


his earlier Days, he was a celebrated Wit 
in the Univerfity of Cambridge: Aﬀeer- 
ward an Excellent Preacher; and for his 


Learning, and other Qualifications he was 


Juſtly to be number d with thoſe Wor- 
thies of Chriſt's College, with whom he 


was cotemporary. 


I had no Perſonal Knowledge of the 
| Second Son Dr. Samuel Fuller; but I find 
all who had, do give him a Character no 


ways inferiour to his Brother: And I can- 


not but mention him with Honour upon 


this Occaſion, for his very great Kindneſs 
to the hopeful Son of our Deceaſed 
Friend; a Kindneſs accompanied with 
ſuch Circumſtances, as rendred it not 


more natural, than it was in the trueſt 


Senſe, Generows and Chriſtian. 


Our Departed Friend was the youngeſt | 


of the Dn Brothers, bnt came behind 


che other two, only in his Age and For- 
1 tune. 


tune. His Conſcience not allowing him 
to make that ad vantage of his Education, 

Which others did. I ſpeak this to his 
Praiſe; and not in the leaſt to reflect on 
others, that went beyond his length. 1 


am ſo far from confining Religion, Learn- 


ing, real Goodneſs, and true worth to 
any er, Mode and outward Form; 
that 1 own, and honour it in every Dreſs: 
And do heartily bleſs God, that fo many 
 wiler, and better Men than my ſelf, have 
underſtood a Latitude beyond my own, 
for his publick Service in our Nation. 
1 muſt take notice of one thing more, 
in the Preaching and Practice of our Ex- 
cellent Friend. He never eſpouſed any 
Party of good Chriſtians among us, ſo as 
to exclude out of his Communion and 
Charity others that differ'd from himſelf, 
and from one another. . 1 
le ſtrictly kept to that famous Dico- 
tome, 1 John 5. 19. We are of God, and 
the whole World lieth in the wicked One - 
And liked no other Subdiviffons, 
He knew there were but 7wo Spirits in 
the World: A Good and an Evil Spirit. 
And the great Queſtion with him, was 
not, What Opinion and Perſwaſion are 
you of? But of what Spirit? He meaſur'd 
Spiritual Perſons and things, not by a Con- 
ſent in Opinions, or a Conformity to this, 
- or 


1 


or that outward 


E 
Form; but by the weight 
of an inward Principle, and the Power of 
Godlineſs. He rightly judg'd the Unity 
of the Church of Chriſt, to be an Unity 


in that Spirit which is rhe common Soul 


of all Chriſtians; not an Unity of Opi- _ 


nion, or an Uniformity of Worthip. 
Where he found Perſons that differd 
from him in their Explications of the 


: great and vital Truths of the Goſpel, had 


their Souls and Lives quickned, influenc'd, 


died, and figur'd with rhoſe Truths; he 
thought this a better Proof they were 
fundamentally agreed, and one with him 


in thoſe Truths; than the higheſt Com- 
plement they could pay to his own No- 


tions, by a ſordid comprimiſing with them, 
could poſſibly be. So much is the Sub- 
| ſtance, Power, Efficacy, and Spirit of 
Truth, beyond any of our Form of Words 


about it. 


In ſhort, He avoided in his Preaching, 
all Controverſy ; which under Pretence of 


defending Religion, hath very much hurt 


it; and he as carefully, in his Practice, 
guarded himſelf from all Contention. This 

was not more his Duty and Prudence, than 
his Inclination: For he lov'd all the Chil- 

dren of God, in all their ſeveral Perſwa - 


fions, Forms, Meaſures and Growths, and 


Ander all their ſeveral Weakneſſes and 


12 lofurmities, 


Infirmities, and Failings; becauſe he knew 
not how far himſelf might be left to fall 
by Temptation: And was not acquainted 
with all the Imperfections, which belong 
to good Men here below. r 
He rightly concluded Love to all God's 
Children, to be a ſpecial Character of God 
himſelf, and a powerful Expreſſion of him 
in the Souls of Men. He darſt not, upon 
any Terms, diſpence with his Love to 
every Child of God; for he feared, he 
that leaves out any one of them, had 
cauſe to doubt he lov'd zone upon a right 
ground. For God is the ſame God in all 
his Saints, and they all partake of his 
Image: And partially to love that Image, 
is to love our ſelves, and not God. 


2. For our Deceaſed Friend's civil Ca- 
acity, I will only ſay this: He was a 
3 of a publick Spirit, a true Lover of 
his Country, and a down-right Honeſt 
Engliſh Man. . 
Here, as well as in his Religion, he was 
not for Perſons and Names, but things. 
And io was all along pre ſerv'd from being 
impos d upon and coufin'd by Pretences, 
Appearances, and Colours. However, we 
axe ſtill rudely fighting with one another 


in Parties, ever ſince we gave over a finer 


way of Killing one another in the ** 5 
pe „„ "=o 


em) 


the Civil Wars were ended in him. Atl 


Parties in Church and State, in him, were 
rotted and mellowed into a Chriſtian and 
an Engliſh Man. 

le did not however loſe what he then 
contended tor; he was ever faithful to 
that Cauſe and Intereſt, which aſſerted 
our Cuil and Spiritual Rights. And he 
wiſely placed our Ci Liberties in the 
firſt Order. For we never were, nor can 
be aſſaulted in our Spiritual, rill we are 
firſt invaded in our Ci Liberties. 

I muſt ſay no more here, becauſe his 
Sentiments in theſe Matters, were ſo much 
my own. I cannot do Juſtice to him, but 
J muſt flatter my ſelf. I will only add 
this, he was neither in Church or State, 


ol any diſtinguiſhing Parry : But ſtill 


own'd the common Cauſe of Religion, 
and his Country. 


3. For his private and Friendly Cans 
city, I will only fay this: His Converſa- 
tion at Home and Abroad, was defireable 
and delightful ; was at once facetious and 


” inſtructing, pleaſant and profitable. And 


the more profitable, becauſe pleaſant; and 

ſeaſon'd with a Salt, that gave it a better 
and quicker Relith, 

And this alſo ſeem'd 2 Beauty belong- 

: ing to his Family, For his two 1 an 

ave 


Sans i 
ed. __S 
. W 
* 
” 
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I have mention d, were very remarkable | 
and eminent for both theſe Charms in | 
their Converſes. And this is acknowledg- 
ed by all thoſe, who it may be are too 
narrow and ſtingy, to own their other Ac- 

compliſhments. 5 


Io conclude, Our Dear Friend did here 
live in Chriſt, and he now /eeps in him, 
Let us not be troubled, he is now at reſt 
from his Labours: Nor mourn, as if we 
had loſt him. As he now Neeps in Chrift, 
ſo God will bring him again with him. 

You have deliver'd his Body up to the 
| Grave: You have herein been jult to the 
| Grave, and only given it its proper Prey. 
I) here was in it a contracted Corruptibi- 
lity, Diſhonour and Weakneſs, Let the 


* =” 


þ Grave take them, as belonging to it: And 
| freely ſwallow them up for eyer, that 
they may appear no more. But know, O 
Grave, that there is in his Body alſo, that 
firſt true created Being, which was the 
Workmanſhip of the Lord of Life, and 
this thou mult not, thou canſt not devour. 
It was a Body that hath been ſweetly 
embalm'd by a Godly, Vertuous, Pious, 
Peaceable Converſation. Receive it, O 
Grave, and let it enjoy in thee a Blefled | 
Sabbath. But know there is a Seaſon ha- 
ſtening, wherein we ſhall expect it go 


then ſhall we fling over 
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Ono). 


PIR thee, O Grave, in Incorruption, Ho- 
nour and Power. We have ſown it into 


thee in Diſongur, but we look for it again 


returned from thee in Glory; We have 


ſown it into thee in Weakneſs, we look 
for it again in Power; we have fown it 


into thee a Natural Body, we look for it 
again a Spiritual Body. 


And when Death ſhall have fulfilled 
that end for which the Prince of Lite, 
who hath taken it Captive, makes it to 
ſerve. Then ſhall the Devourer be alſo it 


ſelf ſwallowed up: For thus it is written 
of thee, O Death, I will be thy Plagues, 


0 Grave. T will he thy 1 And 


4th. and the 
Grave, what is alſo written. 0 Death, 


where is (now) thy Sting? O Grave, 
f where is now w thy Victory. Amen. 
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